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We analyze and share quantitative 
and qualitative data on the 
educational journeys of Chicago 
Public Schools students

We work alongside education 
stakeholders from across the 
system to make meaning of data 
in ways that support and shift 
practice

We help realize equitable learning 
experiences, pathways, and 
outcomes for CPS students from 
the middle grades through college 
graduation    
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Why Stories?

“With a qualitative approach to data that 
prioritizes deep listening and centers 
the stories and real lived experiences of 
students and educators, we believe that 
‘Data can be humanizing, Data can be 
liberatory, Data can be healing’” 

 - Shane Safir & Jamila Dugan
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Embrace 
Complexities

Honor Triumphs & 
Struggles

Elevate their voice 
+ ideas

Student Stories are 

real accounts from 

real students

Values



Title Goes Here
Name

The series so far…
27 

Stories!
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The series so far…
27 

Stories!
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What can we learn from 

students on how to better 

support their educational 

journey?
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Soft Qualitative Analysis

• Synthesized all 27 Stories focusing on two sections:

What worked for students & their aspirations for the field 

• Noted patterns and themes that tied stories together 

• Highlighted direct recommendations from students 
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What helped students succeed…
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQ4_VCOUlc6Jw0aZVd-aeYo1STJB4QIE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQ4_VCOUlc6Jw0aZVd-aeYo1STJB4QIE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQ4_VCOUlc6Jw0aZVd-aeYo1STJB4QIE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IQ4_VCOUlc6Jw0aZVd-aeYo1STJB4QIE/view?usp=sharing
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Explore Student Stories!

● Read the full student stories via 

https://toandthrough.uchicago.edu/resources/cps-student-stories

● Explore the series accompanying lesson plans and facilitators guides!

● Interested in checking out practitioners stories? Check out Learning 

Cases! https://toandthrough.uchicago.edu/learning-cases

https://toandthrough.uchicago.edu/resources/cps-student-stories
https://toandthrough.uchicago.edu/learning-cases


Title Goes Here
Name

Chicago Student Opportunity
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Questions? Comments? 

Reflections? 
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Thank you/ Gracias!


