
Postsecondary and 
Career Expectations
At the middle school and early high school level, 
the Illinois Postsecondary and Career 
Expectations (PaCE) Framework is designed to 
provide students with guided exploration of 
postsecondary planning and options in a manner 
that is consistent with adolescent development.  
Meaningful participation in postsecondary 
preparation programs requires that students 
perceive college and/or career as possible and 
probable.  Too often, programs are designed to 
serve only students who already have a college-
going or career-oriented identity.  The 
developmental work in the middle school 
framework is intended to prepare students to 
more fully engage with the PaCE Framework 
throughout the critical high school years.  
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	6th Grade: A student should be supported to:* Gather information about the basics of college.* Learn the common college myths.* Determine fees related to college.* Reflect on interests, favorite schoolsubjects, and future choices.* Explore individual strengths, skills,and assets.* Understand the concept of a growthmindset.* Recognize people who can be theirsupport system.    
	7th Grade: A student should be supported to:* Understand a brief overview of careerclusters.* Learn about high school courses available.* Participate in college and careeractivities that increase theirknowledge.* Discover how careers are connectedto their interests.* Complete a career interest survey* Identify learning styles and determinewhich style fits them best.
	8th Grade: A student should be supported to:* Take the O*Net Interest Profiler.* Explore career interests.* Learn about benefits of dual credit opportunities.*Hear about benefits of internship.*Understand the connection betweeninterest, career, and job satisfaction..*Attend freshman orientation. A student should be exposed to:* postsecondary options (college,military, trades, workforce).


