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Agenda

• Illinois Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver 
Program (SETTW)

• Minority Teachers of Illinois (MTI) Scholarship 
Program

• Golden Apple (GA) Scholars of Illinois Program

• Guidance on Dual-Awardees

• Resources
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Illinois Special Education 
Teacher Tuition Waiver 

(SETTW) Program
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Illinois Special Education Teacher 
Tuition Waiver (SETTW) Program

• Purpose is to encourage current teachers and academically 
talented students to pursue careers in the area of Special 
Education

• Exempts recipients from the payment of tuition and mandatory 
fees for up to four calendar years at any of the public universities 
in Illinois

• Recipients must make a commitment to teach in Special 
Education at an Illinois school for at least two of the five years 
following graduation

4



SETTW Eligibility
• Student must be:

o A U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen or meet the undocumented student criteria of 
the RISE Act

o An Illinois resident
o Enrolled or accepted for enrollment as an undergraduate or graduate student in an 

area of special education
▪ Must be enrolled within 10 days after the beginning of the term for which the waiver was 

initially awarded

o Meeting school’s satisfactory academic progress criteria
o In attendance on a continuous basis for up to four years

• Student must meet one of the following:
o Graduated (or scheduled to graduate) from an approved high school in the 

academic year in which the award is made and perform in the upper half of the 
graduating class

o Graduated from an approved high school prior to the academic year in which the 
award is made and not hold a valid teaching certificate

o Hold a valid teaching license that’s not in the discipline of special education

• Students who are General Educational Development (GED) Certificate 
recipients are not eligible for this waiver.
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SETTW Eligibility 
• Certified teachers who receive an "approval" through their school district to teach in 

a special education discipline are considered to be seeking initial certification in a 
special education discipline and may, therefore, apply for this waiver 

• Teachers already certified in a special education discipline may not receive the 
tuition waiver

• A student cannot be a prior recipient of this waiver or be awarded the MTI 
Scholarship or the Golden Apple (GA) Scholars Program for the same academic year

• An applicant who is also eligible for the Monetary Award Program (MAP) must use 
the SETTW award first

• SETTW recipients, including those who are pursuing or have secured a position as a 

Speech-Language Pathologist, should take note that in order to fulfill the teaching 

requirements, their position must be that of a “teacher,” as certified by their 

employing school official
o A “teacher” is defined as a person who provides direct classroom-type teaching or 

classroom-type teaching in a non-classroom setting
o Accordingly, only if a Speech-Language Pathologist’s teaching position meets the above 

definition, and is certified as such by the school official, would the position be considered as 
fulfilling the SETTW teaching requirements
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SETTW Application Process
• The application, which also serves as a promissory note, is accessible 

online via the ISAC Student Portal
o Applicants must create a Student Portal account to complete the application

• The application is typically made available in December prior to the start 
of the next award year

• The priority application consideration date is March 1 for the upcoming 
award year
o Applications submitted after March 1 are considered untimely 

• Applicants have the option of electronically signing and submitting the 
application (preferred method), or they may print and sign the application 
by hand and mail it to ISAC
o Paper applications must be received with an original ink signature and cannot 

be submitted via e-mail or Fax
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SETTW Awarding
• Awards are not subject to annual appropriations

• ISAC awards 250 waivers annually as follows:

o A maximum of 40 tuition waivers are awarded to qualified applicants who hold valid teaching 
certificates that are not in the discipline of special education
▪ If more than 40 applicants qualify under these provisions, a lottery is used to select 40 recipients 
▪ If fewer than 40 applicants qualify under these provisions, the remaining waivers are awarded to the 

current year high school graduates

o A minimum of 105 tuition waivers are awarded to qualified applicants who graduated from 
high school prior to the academic year in which the award is made
▪ If more than 105 applicants qualify under these provisions, a lottery is used to select 105 recipients

o A minimum of 105 tuition waivers are awarded to qualified applicants scheduled to graduate 
from an approved high school in the academic year in which the award is made and who 
perform in the upper half of their class according to performance-based academic data 
provided by the high school at the end of the sixth semester 
▪ Recipients for this group are selected from among qualified applicants based on the highest ACT or 

SAT test scores from the appropriate time period. 
▪ Any of the 145 tuition waivers not awarded under the provisions outlined in the two preceding bullets 

are awarded to this group. 
▪ If the number of applicants who qualify under these provisions is greater than the available number of 

tuition waivers to be awarded, a lottery is used to select the appropriate number of recipients.
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SETTW Awarding
• An SETTW Notice of Eligibility will be sent by July 1st to each qualified 

applicant who is selected to receive a tuition waiver 

• An SETTW Notice of Unavailable Waivers is sent to qualified applicants who 
are not selected

• Applicants who did not qualify for a waiver are sent an SETTW Notice of 
Ineligibility

• Applicants may also be sent an SETTW Notice of Disqualification or 
an SETTW Notice of Decline Receipt
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SETTW Tuition Waiver Process 
• Once waivers are awarded, the tuition waiver certification functionality will be 

made available to colleges via the SETTW system in the GAP Access portal

• Colleges must certify each student’s eligibility and their enrollment in a 
special education discipline

• If a student is not eligible, a disqualified reason must be selected
o When a student is certified as ineligible, the award will be de-obligated and the waiver will be 

awarded to another eligible applicant for the same academic year

• Once a tuition waiver certification has been submitted in the SETTW system, 
corrections cannot be made by the school 

• Any certification corrections that are needed must be submitted by sending 
an e-mail request to isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov
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• The waiver certification process must be completed for all newly-awarded students and 
students who have transferred

• Students who applied for MTI and GA are identified with a “Y” indicator in the Dual Awarded 
columns to warn schools of a potential conflicting scholarship 

o Students cannot receive both SETTW and MTI or GA during the same award year

• The Transfer Indicator will be populated with a “T” when the student has received benefits 
in a prior term or year at a different school and has transferred to your institution 

To view the Student’s full 
SSN click on the padlock.

SETTW Tuition Waiver Process 

o The Transfer Term 
column 
will show the term 
the student can 
begin using 
the SETTW benefits

o The term indicator 
will show a 1 (fall), 2 
(spring), or 3 
(summer
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• If a student is ineligible to receive an SETTW award, one of the following Disqualification 
Reasons must be selected from the drop-down list:
o The recipient did not enroll within ten days after the beginning of the term for which ISAC initially 

awarded the waiver
o The recipient is enrolled at this school, but is not seeking an initial special education teacher 

licensure
o The recipient accepted the Minority Teachers of Illinois (MTI) Scholarship Program or the Golden 

Apple Scholars of Illinois Program rather than the SETTW Program
o Recipient declined the tuition waiver
o Recipient is not an Illinois resident
o Recipient is not a United States citizen or eligible noncitizen
o Recipient is not making satisfactory academic progress
o Recipient is in default on a student loan, or owes a refund on any state or federal grant

SETTW Tuition Waiver Process 



SETTW Leave of Absence

• A recipient must remain enrolled on a continuous basis during the 
regular school year for four years, unless granted a leave of absence

• A recipient must complete his or her course of study within six years, 
including any approved leave of absence.

• The institution approves all leave(s) of absence. 
• A recipient may be granted a leave of absence by the president of the 

institution, or his/her designee, for any of the following reasons:
o Earning funds to defray the recipient’s educational expenses;
o Illness of the recipient or a member of the recipient’s immediate family, as 

established by the sworn statement of a licensed physician; or
o Military service

• A leave of absence granted for military service shall not be 
considered part of the six years within which a recipient must 
complete a degree.
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SETTW Leave of Absence (LOA) Form
• The SETTW Leave of  

Absence (LOA) Form  is 
not required to be 
submitted to ISAC

• However, the start and 
end dates and type of 
LOA granted must be 
listed on the Tuition 
Waiver Conversion 
Form submitted during 
the annual Enrollment 
Status Verification 
process.

• Schools should keep 
any forms and 
documentation in the 
student’s file. 
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SETTW Teaching Requirements
• Recipients must teach two years on a full-time basis in the field of special 

education

• The teaching obligation must be fulfilled at a nonprofit Illinois public, private, 
or parochial preschool, elementary or secondary school beginning within one 
year immediately following graduation or termination of enrollment and 
continuing for two of the subsequent five years

• If teaching requirements are not fulfilled, the assistance received converts to 
a loan
o Recipient must repay the entire amount of the award prorated according to the 

fraction of the obligation not completed, plus interest at a rate of 5% and any 
reasonable collection fees

o Interest begins to accrue on the date the repayment obligation begins

• Repayment is to be completed within 10 years after the assistance converts 
to a loan
o For SETTW recipients who were awarded a waiver prior to July 1, 2014, the 

repayment term is five years
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2024-25 SETTW Program News
• Tuition waivers have been awarded and students have been notified

• Schools may now complete the tuition waiver certification process.

• If a qualified applicant is eligible for both the SETTW and the MAP grant, the 
SETTW award must be used first.

• Each of the public universities with students who were awarded 2024-25 
tuition waivers have been sent an e-mail from ISAC.

o Certify each student’s eligibility within 60 days of the date on which the 
email is received

• If subsequent 2024-25 SETTW awards are announced, ISAC will send similar 
e-mail messages to impacted institutions.
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SETTW Resources

17



Minority Teachers of 
Illinois (MTI) Scholarship 

Program
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MTI Scholarship Program

• Available to minority students enrolled in a teacher education program
o Undergraduate or graduate student

• Requires a one-year teaching commitment for each year the scholarship is  
received

o Converts to a loan if commitment is not met

• Students may qualify for up to $7,500 per year
o Subject to appropriation

• Can receive for a maximum of 8 semesters or 12 quarters (4 years)

• An MTI applicant who is also eligible for a Monetary Award Program (MAP) 
grant may use the MAP award first

• Can be used for tuition, fees, room and board or commuter charges
o Cannot exceed Cost of Attendance



MTI Eligibility Criteria

• To qualify for the MTI Scholarship, an applicant must be a:

o Minority student or a qualified bilingual minority applicant 

o Resident of Illinois 

o U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen or meet the “undocumented student” 
criteria of the Illinois RISE Act

o High school graduate or the recipient of a General Educational 
Development (GED) certificate
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MTI Eligibility Criteria

• To qualify for the MTI Scholarship, an applicant must:

o Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment on at least a half-time basis as an 
undergraduate or graduate student at an Illinois institution of higher education, and 

▪ Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in a course of study which, upon 
completion, qualifies the student to be licensed as a preschool, elementary or 
secondary school teacher by the Illinois State Board of Education, including 
alternative teacher licensure; or 

▪ If already licensed to teach, be enrolled or accepted for enrollment in a course of 
study leading to an additional teaching endorsement or a master’s degree in an 
academic field in which the applicant is teaching or plans to teach; or

▪ Have received one or more College and Career Pathway Endorsements (pursuant 
to Section 80 of the Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act) and commit to 
enrolling in a course of study leading to teacher licensure, including alternative 
teacher licensure
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MTI Eligibility Criteria
• To qualify for the MTI Scholarship, an applicant must:

o If enrolled at the sophomore, junior, senior or graduate level, have earned a 
cumulative grade point average of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale

o Maintain satisfactory academic progress as determined by the institution

o Not be in default on any student loan nor owe a refund or repayment on any 
state or federal grant

o Have not previously received 8 semesters or 12 quarters of the MTI Scholarship 

o Not be awarded an SETTW or Golden Apple Scholars Program for the same 
academic period for which the MTI Scholarship is received
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MTI Application Process 
• The MTI Application/Promissory Note is accessible online via the ISAC 

Student Portal

o Applicants must create a Student Portal account to complete the online application

• The application is typically made available in December prior to the start of 
the next award year

• The priority application consideration date is March 31 for the upcoming 
award year
o Applications submitted after March 31 are considered untimely 

• Students must also submit the corresponding year’s Free Application for 

Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) or Alternative Application by the March 31 

deadline for priority consideration

• Applicants have the option of electronically signing and submitting the 
application (preferred method), or they may print and sign the application by 
hand and mail it to ISAC

23



RISE Act - Eligible Applicants
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• Students who may be eligible for MTI through the RISE Act must create an 
Alternative Application Student Profile before they can complete the MTI 
application process

• The Alternative Application does not necessarily have to be completed first; 
however, a Student Profile must be created so that ISAC can assign an ISAC ID 
number to eligible applicants who do not have Social Security Numbers

• Applicants who may already have an ISAC Student Portal Account will need to 
use a different e-mail address for their Alternative Application Student Profile
o The same email cannot be used for both ISAC accounts

• A student’s ISAC ID number will remain the same for all award years and 
should be used for all ISAC programs for which the student applies



MTI Process
• Application

o Application/Promissory Note made available in December prior to the award year
o Student completes application online
o Creates a student record in the MTI system in GAP Access

• Certification
o Applicant data is provided to schools in the MTI system
o Schools must certify student’s eligibility status, verify enrollment and provide the 

Student Aid Index
o Generates a notification to applicants

• Award Determination
o Students with a completed certification are considered for an award

• Notification
o ISAC sends letters to MTI students 
o Schools receive award eligibility information in GAP Access

• Payment
o Schools submit payment requests in the MTI system
o ISAC authorizes payment and provides result reports to schools
o Payment sent to the schools from the Comptroller’s office
o Schools credit student accounts
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• The Student List Eligibility: View in the MTI system provides a list of students who have 
submitted an MTI application to ISAC and listed your school as the college the student 
plans to attend

• The list will initially appear in alphabetical order, however, you may use the Filter, Sort 
and Columns functionality to customize your view as needed. 

• In addition to the applicant data, the Student List Eligibility: View screen includes the 
application complete date, application status, and icons to indicate eligibility issues. 

• The list also displays if a student has bilingual certification and if the student was 
awarded the GA or SETTW program

MTI Student List



MTI Certification Process
• A Certification record is created in the MTI system when the application 

process has been completed

• Only records that need to be certified display on the Certification List: View 
screen. 

• Colleges are expected to enter certification data for each record, indicating 
whether the applicant is eligible or ineligible, then save and submit their entry 
to ISAC

• A complete application and a complete and eligible Certification record are 
required for consideration for an award

• All Certifications available in the MTI system must be completed regardless 
of whether the school certifies a student as eligible or ineligible. 

• The only way an applicant will receive a notification letter from ISAC is if the 
Certification is submitted
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• The Certification List: View screen includes all applicants for whom ISAC has 
received a complete MTI application with your college listed on the application.

• To access the Certification Data screen to certify a student, click on the 
student’s name or SSN.

MTI Student Certification Process



MTI Student Certification Process
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• Once you click on the student’s name or SSN, 
the Certification Data pop-up box will appear.

• If “Yes” is selected for the 
Eligible field, you must 
enter the required data 
(highlighted in red) and 
then click on the 
Save/Submit button to 
complete the certification 
process for that student 
record.



MTI Student Certification Process
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• If “No” is selected for the Eligible field, you must select an Ineligible Reason 
and then click on the Save/Submit button to complete the certification 
process for that student record.



MTI Certification Data Definitions
• Qualified Bilingual Minority Applicant

o A qualified bilingual minority applicant is one who demonstrates 
proficiency in a language other than English by receiving: 
o a State Seal of Biliteracy from the State Board of Education, or 
o receiving a passing score on an educator licensure target language 

proficiency test.

o Resource Links: 
▪ isbe.net/Pages/Home.aspx
▪ isbe.net/sealofbiliteracy
▪ isbe.net/Pages/Educator-License-with-Stipulations.aspx

o Related Illinois Administrative Rules -- 
▪ ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/023/02300680sections.html
▪ ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/023/023006800000100R.html

o Definitions -- "State Seal" or "Seal" means the State Seal of Biliteracy created by 
Section 2-3.159 of the Code and this Part.

▪ ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/023/023006800000200R.html
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MTI Certification Data Definitions
• State Seal of Biliteracy 

o The Seal of Biliteracy is an award given by a school, district, or state in recognition 
of students who have studied and attained proficiency in two or more languages 
by high school graduation. 

o Illinois provides two awards: Seal of Biliteracy for those with a "high level of 
proficiency" - for most languages, this level is Intermediate High (4/5 on the AP 
Exam). A secondary award is the Commendation Toward Biliteracy (Intermediate-
Low). 

o Students must meet the language proficiency criteria in both English and the 
second language. The second language may be a home language, learned in 
school or through travel or outside means. Schools can find the State Seal of 
Biliteracy on both the student’s diploma and transcript. Illinois state universities, 
by state law, are required to provide university credit for Seal recipients. 

o For more information on testing and recognition information, visit the ISBE Seal of 
Biliteracy page isbe.net/Pages/Illinois-State-Seal-of-Biliteracy.aspx
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MTI Certification Data Definitions

• Career Pathway Endorsement

o Pursuant to Section 80 of the Postsecondary and Workforce Readiness Act, 
school districts may award College and Career Pathway Endorsements to high 
school graduates.  Students earn endorsements by completing an individualized 
learning plan, a career-focused instructional sequence, and professional learning 
opportunities. The endorsements incentivize career exploration and 
development, particularly in high-demand career fields. 

o To earn a college and career pathways endorsement, students will have 
followed an individualized learning plan, career-focused instruction, career 
exploration activities and 60 hours of supervised career development 
experiences. 

o For more information:
o isbe.net/pathwayendorsements 
o media.advanceillinois.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/04001239/Facts-

about-HB5729-FINAL.pdf
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MTI Awarding
• All timely, certified applicants are considered in the initial awarding

• When appropriated funds are insufficient to provide scholarships for all qualified 
applicants, available funds will be awarded to qualified students who submit complete 
timely applications based on the following priority order:
o Scholarships will first be awarded to renewal applicants who continue to meet all of the 

program’s eligibility requirements
o If funds remain after all qualified renewal applicants have been awarded, then at least 35% of 

appropriated funds will be reserved for male qualified applicants, with priority given to qualified 
Black male applicants 
▪ If enough applications are not received on or before January 1 of each fiscal year to award 35% of available 

funds to male qualified minority applicants, then a portion of the reserved funds will be awarded to female 
qualified minority applicants

o Based on appropriation, at least 10% of funds will be reserved for qualified bilingual minority 
applicants, with priority given to those who are enrolled in an educator preparation program with 
a concentration in bilingual, bicultural education

• If funding is insufficient to award all qualified applicants within any of the priority 
categories above, then awards within that category will be prioritized as follows:
o to students that demonstrate the most financial need
o to students with the earliest date of received complete applications, and
o to qualified applicants enrolled at or above the junior level
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MTI Payment Request Processing

• Payment requests are completed online by the colleges and submitted to 
ISAC in GAP Access 

o Payment is requested per term

• After schools submit a payment request, a Payment Results Report is 
made available in GAP Access

o Will include all students for whom payment was claimed 

o Can be viewed online, printed or saved and will remain available for the entire 
academic year

• The total amount of MTI assistance awarded to an eligible applicant in a 
given academic year, when added to the other financial aid available, 
cannot exceed the cost of attendance

o An MTI recipient who is also eligible for a MAP grant may use the MAP award 
first for tuition and mandatory fees



MTI Teaching Requirements
• MTI recipients must teach on a full-time basis one year for each academic 

year for which an award was received

• The teaching obligation must be fulfilled at: 

o a nonprofit Illinois public, private or parochial preschool, elementary or 
secondary school, at which no less than 30% of the enrolled students are 
minority students as certified by the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE), or

o if the scholarship was awarded to a qualified bilingual minority applicant, in a 
transitional bilingual education program or in a school in which at least 20 
English learner students in the same language classification are enrolled

• The percentage of an Illinois school's enrolled students meeting minority 
status requirements can be found at ISBE's eReport Card Public Site

• Teaching must begin within one year following termination from the 
program of study funded by the scholarship and continue until the 
teaching obligation is fulfilled
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• Each institution that participates in the MTI Scholarship Program must 
host an annual information session about the program for teacher 
candidates of color

o The intent of the session is to create an awareness of the MTI program for 
students who may be in interested in pursuing a teaching degree and who 
may be eligible for the program

o The session should include information about the program’s eligibility criteria, 
the application process, program benefits, and the teaching requirements 
associated with the program, and direct students to isac.org

• Each recipient of the MTI program who is enrolled at the institution is 
expected to meet with an academic advisor at least once per academic 
year
o The purpose of the meeting is to provide guidance and support to the MTI 

recipient in an effort to facilitate on-time completion of the student’s educator 
preparation program

School Requirements for MTI Program
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2024-25 MTI Program News
• Colleges are being asked to complete MTI certifications as soon as 

possible so that the first round of MTI awarding can take place

• Continue certifying eligibility throughout the award year, to ensure that your 
students will be included in the awarding process. 

• All certification records available in the MTI system must be completed, 
regardless of whether the college certifies a student as eligible or ineligible 
and regardless of whether the student is currently enrolled.

• The online MTI application remains available
o Priority consideration date was March 31, 2024
o Certification records are added to the MTI system as long as applications 

continue to be received

• Reminder emails and follow-up calls will start this week to schools in an 
effort to get as many certifications completed so awarding and payment 
processing can begin
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MTI Resources
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Golden Apple (GA) Scholars 
of Illinois Program

40



GA Program

• Encourages academically talented Illinois students to pursue teaching 
careers, especially at high-need, hard-to-staff schools

• Scholarship provides assistance with tuition, fees, and room and board or a 
commuter allowance

• Recipients may Qualify for up to $2,500 during their first or second year of 
being a Scholar, and up to $5,000 during their third, fourth or fifth year

• Scholars may receive the scholarship for the equivalent of four academic 
years (eight semesters or 12 quarters)

• The total number of scholarships awarded each year is contingent upon the 
funds appropriated by the Illinois General Assembly

• Eligibility criteria, application and awarding is handled by the 
Golden Apple Foundation: goldenapple.org/scholars

https://www.goldenapple.org/scholars


GA Program Eligibility Criteria

• To qualify, students must: 

• Earn a bachelor’s degree at one of the 53 Illinois universities that participate in 
the program and obtain Illinois teacher licensure

• Agree to teach on a full-time basis, for a period of not less than five years at a 
non-profit Illinois public, private or parochial preschool, or an Illinois public 
elementary or secondary school

• Begin teaching within two years of the completion of your degree or certificate 
program for which the assistance was awarded

• The Golden Apple Foundation monitors compliance with the 
teaching commitment requirements for each Scholar



GA Program Eligibility Criteria
• To qualify for the program, applicants must:

o be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen or meet the "undocumented student" 
criteria of the RISE Act

o be a resident of Illinois (if dependent, both the student and parent/guardian must 
be residents of Illinois)

o be a high school graduate or a recipient of a General Educational Development 
(GED) Certificate

o not be in default on any student loan nor owe a refund or repayment on any state 
or federal grant

o meet the satisfactory academic progress standards at the school

o be enrolled at a four-year institution designated by the Foundation as a 
participating Illinois university on at least a half-time basis as a freshman through 
a senior

o have earned a cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.5 on a 4.0 scale if 
enrolled at the sophomore, junior or senior level
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GA Program Eligibility Criteria
• To qualify for the program, an applicant must:

o have not received 8 semesters or 12 quarters of the Golden Apple Scholarship

o have entered into a program agreement and promissory note with the Golden 
Apple Foundation and ISAC

o be enrolled in a postsecondary course of study leading to an initial teacher 
licensure or taking additional courses needed to gain Illinois State Board of 
Education (ISBE) approval to teach including alternative teacher licensure

o have participated in all required programs and adhered to the residential 
guidelines and standard of conduct as a designated Golden Apple Scholar of 
the Foundation

o have not been awarded an Illinois Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver 
(SETTW) or the MTI Scholarship for the same academic period for which the 
Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois Program is requested.
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GA Program Application Process 

• Students apply online directly to the Golden Apple Foundation at 
https://www.goldenapple.org/scholars#apply 
o Application collects references, transcripts, personal statements and information 

about extracurricular activities and honors/awards
o Process includes Scholar interviews with the Foundation for qualified applicants

• Teachers, counselors, principals may also submit a student referral to the 
Foundation
o The Foundation will contact the student to provide information on how 

to apply

 
• Students may apply as a:

o High school senior
o College freshmen or sophomore at partner universities in Illinois
o Community college students in Illinois
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GA Certification Process 

• An Initial Certification record is created in the Golden Apple 
system when a list of applicants is provided to ISAC by 
the Golden Apple Foundation

• The Foundation will certify an applicant’s eligibility each term
o If the applicant meets all the eligibility criteria, the applicant is awarded at 

the time a record is certified

• Colleges can view the status of an applicant on the Student 
Eligibility List: View screen once that information is made 
available in the GA system

• Colleges are not responsible for certifying initial eligibility for 
GA recipients

• The role of the college starts with payment processing. 
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GA Determining Award Amounts
• When the Foundation certifies that an applicant is eligible to receive a 

scholarship, an award will display on the Student Eligibility List: View screen

• The amount of each award is determined by the number of years the 
applicant has been a Golden Apple Scholar (“Year in Program”)

• Award amounts are as follows:
• The maximum annual award for those in their first or second year of being a 

Scholar is $2,500.
• Semester schools will receive $1,250 per term.
• Quarter schools will receive $834 for the first quarter, $833 for the second 

quarter, and $833 for the third quarter per term.
• The maximum annual award for those in their third, fourth or fifth year of being a 

Scholar is $5,000.
• Semester schools will receive $2,500 per term.
• Quarter schools will receive $1,667 for the first quarter, $1,667 for the second 

quarter, and $1,666 for the third quarter per term.

• Communication to applicants regarding their award status is done by the 
Golden Apple Foundation.
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GA Student Eligibility List: View 
Screen
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GA Payment Request Processing
• Payment processing is done using the GA system in GAP Access portal.

• School staff must have the appropriate level of access to submit payment 
requests in GAP Access 

• Colleges can request payment for individual students via the GA Student 
Detail: Payment screen or in batches for a group of students via the GA 
Payment Request Entry screen

• Submitting payment requests is a two-step process, which involves 
generating the request and then submitting the request 

• By submitting a payment request to ISAC via the GA system, a college is 
certifying that the student meets all eligibility criteria

• A Payment Result Summary and Invoice Detail Report can be viewed or 
printed  by selecting the report tab in the GA system the day after a payment 
request has been processed
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GA Payment Request Processing

• The “Annual Award Amount 
To Date” field is updated 
each term based on the 
information provided to 
ISAC by the GA Foundation
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GA Teaching Requirements
• Scholars agree to teach for five years in an Illinois School of Need

• The five-year teaching commitment must start within two years after 
completion of the degree or certificate program for which the scholarship 
was awarded 

• If the student is unable or unwilling to fulfill the teaching commitment, the 
award converts to a loan

o The recipient must repay the entire amount of the award prorated according to 
the fraction of the obligation not completed, plus interest at a rate of 5% and any 
reasonable collection fees

o Interest begins to accrue on the date the repayment obligation begins

• Repayment is to be completed within 10 years after the assistance 
converts to a loan
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2024-25 Golden Apple Program News

• Fall payment processing is expected to begin soon
o Watch the FAA Message Board and for an e-Message announcement once 

payment processing begins

• Please note that the Annual Award field in the GA system shows the Annual 
Award Amount To Date
o The  Golden Apple Foundation only certifies/awards a student for one 

term at a time
o For example:  in the Fall term, the “Annual Award Amount To Date” is 

reflecting the Fall term amount only, not the entire year award
o If the same student is certified/awarded for Spring, you will see an 

increase in the ‘Annual Award Amount To Date’ to include the Spring 
award

• Be sure to watch for students who may have been awarded more than one 
ISAC teacher program and confirm which program the student wants to 
receive
o Indicators are provided in the GAP Access system
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GA Resources
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Students Eligible for Multiple ISAC Teacher Programs

• If a student is eligible for SETTW, MTI and/or Golden Apple in the same award year, the 
student must choose which program they would like to use
o A student cannot receive the benefits of two of these programs in the same award year
o ISAC will send the student a letter asking them to choose which program they want to accept
o These letters include a deadline date to return the form

• The Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity (ECACE) Scholarship can be used 
with any of these programs in the same award year

• If a student decides to change which program benefit he/she wants to receive:
o First confirm that the student has been awarded the other program before cancelling a payment 

request/claim that may have already been made
▪ For example, make sure that the student was awarded funds for MTI before cancelling a 

payment request for Golden Apple

• Program teaching obligations
o SETTW requires a two-year teaching commitment
o Golden Apple requires a five-year teaching commitment
o MTI has a one-year teaching commitment for each year that the scholarship is received
o These programs will convert to a loan that the student must repay if the teaching commitment is 

not met.
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• Click on        icon

• This will take 
you to the 
Student Detail: 
Eligibility screen. 

• Scroll down to 
view if the 
student was also 
awarded GA or 
SETTW

Ways to View Students Awarded GA, SETTW & MTI
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Using the “Sort” tab, you 
can create a list of 
students who have been 
awarded MTI, sorted by 
Award Date

You can also create a list 
of students who have been 
awarded GA or SETTW

After selecting your Sort 
options, click on the “List” 
tab to view the sorted list 
of students

The MTI Student List 
Eligibility: View screen 
shows whether a student is 
also awarded GA or SETTW

• Scroll all the way over 
using the scroll bar at 
bottom of screen
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Dual-Awarding Students with MTI & Golden Apple

• Example of a student for which payment was requested for both the 
MTI & GA scholarships

• The college must CANCEL one of the scholarships
• This will be an audit finding if not corrected



Upcoming Webinars on ECACE
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• Wednesday, September 11, 2 p.m. -- A Review of the ECACE Scholarship Program for FAAs 
and Other Financial Aid Options for Early Childhood Education Students
This webinar is intended for financial aid administrators and will begin with a review of the 
ECACE Scholarship Program and the changes that have been implemented by ISAC for the 
2024-25 award year as it transitions to a state-funded program. In addition, representatives 
from ISAC, INCCRRA and CELWS will share information about other financial aid options that 
may be available to assist students who may not qualify for or receive the ECACE 
Scholarship.

• Wednesday, September 18, 2 p.m. & Wednesday, September 25, 10 a.m. --  
A Review of the ECACE Scholarship Program and Other Financial Aid Options for Early 
Childhood Education Students 
This webinar is intended for a broader, more general audience and is for anyone who works 
with or support students who are pursuing a degree or credentials in early childhood 
education, which may include faculty, financial aid staff, counselors, institutional staff, 
employers, and navigators.  It will begin with ISAC providing an overview of the ECACE 
Scholarship and changes made to the program for the 2024-25 award year as it transitions 
to a state-funded program, followed by a review of other state and federal financial aid 
options for students. Representatives from ISAC, INCCRRA and CELWS will be on hand to 
share information and answer questions about their programs.

• You may join by using this link https://illinois.webex.com/meet/kimberly.eck or visit ISAC’s 
Partner Training page in the E-Library on the day of the webinar for more information.

https://illinois.webex.com/meet/kimberly.eck
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1JHRIrlSrs4ykXxmUjN_T8qc-6edpfhe7pf7ireNm2E7JQRNmBWtMQDDFAPt3uE7XCAtIVuVBgrK4hXrHAuGXnde0MTxEU2f6s3VBlLybRQmM8PCOwbxgPACCNOnsKVef5-0BuIrOqgGsljZyifsXpKdmplL4swkpmfHXLlskdP-LYHcS94R14-jW4HIMlRsfx_FzSqVNHKzamDkSxou1tQ62SvSI9foH6yJvA7uk3nDuEYstDXMxBnnJAxVfI957z5YQ21vl70JOlugDI169qP2cJ-SNd4zznaN4McYiIv_oERBrWlkW-Ij-6G_Ao8Q45pXgPbxUrD1jeWOUf4LhPC7Rsr28ZQktufheMFXiOhJgr9Cmc3sJvcwZpvxSIwRvxryzV2vIaO2nYMP6l2cJck45BT4rXj9-pcNxUAHZHS4Okh5P7PwYABoFqGSPpezT/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.isac.org%2Fe-library%2Fpartner-training%2Findex.html
https://secure-web.cisco.com/1ctdNkoliiRHJUqIosc9ZqQShcCHfHWZTzSw4_FwUUv8-HACos5By-xDhbD0UEya_zZb38mPyzY8E3BofB2EQB4JfU64geXiYVIKlXtPr_zzBq1bfXVKPi3ud0VZPUw-W4MiWQWd4-AQKMV7GeZv-WtEHq3tSo0gc5zVymRLesLXhi5nnuxT8hSe8ECajH2KplHkCpGqrFO95MJXHWp02cCZ7r7R1toaZZoFcd3o--iG7It78hM6Yy1nOJNkf7x0ZLlZmz1HDnyjCcFMNOR9cFC8hpNoxQZEbK6CHRPVITiO6K2lOaXAh8Eq4mR2bEquqjNojONCPECpKSQIHQC76vxDmDxX-1Hn9gPzhaMVz9fKuIojVjBC7xwTqsTk4_PDJnPKkH7tI5jEISYOSoz79cQXZncOaFdLyZxvwTnoWkAxwRSYT0Y--56uzGJC4K08c/https%3A%2F%2Fwww.isac.org%2Fe-library%2F


ISAC’s Student Engagement 
& Support Services

59

For inquiries from students, parents, and the general public

Phone: 800-899-ISAC (4722)
Fax: 847-831-8549

E-mail: isac.studentservices@illinois.gov
Spanish-speaking counselors are available

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. CT



ISAC’s Partner Services Department
• Provides training, program information and 

support to schools and other ISAC partners

• Partners with ILASFAA and other professional organizations

• Responds to school inquiries, both colleges and high schools

Phone: 866-247-2172
Fax: 847-831-8549

E-mail: isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

Partner Services Staff
Stephanie Claudio, Stephanie.Claudio@illinois.gov

Kim Eck, Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov
Daniela Rios, Daniela.Rios@illinois.gov

Sherry Schonauer, Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov
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Questions/Comments

Thank you for attending today!
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