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lllinois Special Education Teacher
Tuition Waiver (SETTW) Program

» Purpose is to encourage current teachers and academically
talented students to pursue careers in the area of
Special Education

« Exempts recipients from the payment of tuition and mandatory
fees for up to four calendar years at any of the public universities
in lllinois

* Recipients must make a commitment to teach in Special
Education at an lllinois school for at least two of the five years
following graduation
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SETTW Eligibility Requirements

 Student must be:
o A U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen or meet the undocumented student
criteria of the RISE Act
o An lllinois resident
o Enrolled or accepted for enrollment as an undergraduate or graduate student

in an area of special education
= Must be enrolled within 10 days after the beginning of the term for which the waiver
was initially awarded
o Meeting schools satisfactory academic progress criteria
o In attendance on a continuous basis for up to four years

 Student must meet one of the following:

o Graduated (or scheduled to graduate) from an approved high school in the
academic year in which the award is made and perform in the upper half of
the graduating class

o Graduated from an approved high school prior to the academic year in which
the award is made and not hold a valid teaching certificate

o Hold a valid teaching license that’s not in the discipline of special education
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Applying for SETTW

« Applicants must complete the SETTW Application, which also serves as a
promissory note

« The application is accessible online via the ISAC Student Portal

« Must be submitted to ISAC by the priority consideration date of March 1

prior to start of the academic year to be considered timely

o Applicants must create an ISAC Student Portal account to complete the SETTW
online application

« Applicants have the option of electronically signing and submitting the
application (preferred method), or they may print and sign the application
by hand and mail it to ISAC

o Paper applications must be received with an original ink signature and cannot
be submitted via e-mail or Fax
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SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER TUITION
WAIVER APPLICATION

Prequalification

Complete all applicable items on this application according to the instructions. This

only valid for the 2024-2025 academic year.

*ind
*Citizenship (select one)
O U.S. Citizen
O Eligible Noncitizen [
[ @ Not a Citizen or Not an Eligible Noncitizen [
N
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Prequalification: Not a Citizen or Not an Eligible
Noncitizen

In crder to be eligible to apply for a Special Cducation Teacher Tuition Waiver (SCTTW) through this
application, you must meet all of the following criteria:

1. you resided with your parent or guardian while attending a public or private high school in lllinois;

2. you graduated from a public or private high school, or received the equivalent of a high school
diploma, in lllinots;

3. as of the date you graduated from high school or received the equivalent of 2 high school diploma,
you had attended school in lilinois for at least three (3] years;

4, by signing the |llinois Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver you will be providing an affidavit
stating that you will file an application to become a permanent resident of the United States at the

earliest opportunity you are eligible to do so: and
5. you have not established a residence outside of | linois.

"Ingicates required heid

"Do you meet all of the above critena?
o Yas

O No

"NOTE: If you receive anvy assistance through the SETTW Program, in addition to other
requirements 2nd with limited exceplions, you must begin teaching as 3 special education teacher in
2 qualitying lllinois school within one year immediately tollowing campletion of your qualifying
program or the waiver converts to a loan that you must repay with interest. We recommend that you
review your citizenship status and the US citizenship requirements for emplayment as a teacher in
Illinois before you apply for this program.”




Application Review

PERSOMALINFORMATION  Edit

Social Security Mumbsr 123-65-7987
Lest Mame p—
Admin. .
First Name | unders Crisclaimer her
N Tuitiony fou are now leaving the ISAC Student Portal. By clicking COMTINUE below, ns
Viddle Initiz deseribe youwill be directed o DocwsSign, where you can securshy electronically sign your spplication. 2l
. o “ouwill be returned to the I58C Student Portal once the signature process is complate.
Prior Last Mame (if apolicable) comvert . E . .. . : . . |5
If o click CAMCEL, youwill remain in the [SAC Student Portal and will be given the option to
Permansnt Home Address Jins cne] awardell print and sign your applicstion by hand and mail it to the lingis Student Assiztance Commission (1S40,
awarde fiees as
Permarent Home Address (fine twa) describe m m ization
T by refus ITHAT
THE PR ICH
Gty THEY'W
Siate 7.l understand that | have the right at any time to pay in advance the unpaid balance due under this
s agreement without penalty:
ZIF Code

8. I'WILL MOT SIGM THIS MASTER PROMISSORY MOTE BEFORE READIMG THE EMTIRE MOTE,
EVEM IF | AM TOLD OR INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE. | WILL MOT SIGH THIS MOTE IF IT CONTAINS
Datecf Birth ANY BLAMK SPACES. BY SIGNIMG THIS NOTE | ACKMOWLEDGE THAT | HAVE READ T, IT
COMTAIMS MO BLAMK SPACES, AMD THAT | HAVE RECENWVED AM EXACT COPY. MY SIGMATURE

Sate of Lege! Residence

Vel CERTIFIES | HAVE READ, UNDERSTAND, AND AGREE TO THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF

E.mail Ak THIS MASTER PROMISSORY NOTE, AS WELL AS THE CERTIFICATIONS ABOVE AND BELOW MY
SIGNATURE.

Citizenship

‘What is your gender? . .
& | agree to the certification statement e SR

What is your racial or ethmic identity?

EDUCETION INFORMATION  Edit
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START

Qa @ »» 6 & 0

City: State:

ty
PLEASE NOTE: ISAC receives ACT andlor AT test scores from each test's serice for llinais high school students. The highest test score taken during the student's junior year and
peaimanca-hased academic dala (a5 of the GIN samestsr) reported 1o ESAC by yauil high achasl, e used 1o detarming if you are aligible for the SETTW Program.

B | graduated frem high school prior Lo the 2021-2022 academic year and do nol hold a valid teaching license.

D | am a licensed teacher in the State of Ilinois and | am seeking an initial professional educator license in special education.
{For the purpose of this program, a substifute teaching license daes nat qualify as a valid teaching license.|

REFERENCES - ALL APPLICANTS MUST PROVIDE ONE ADULT CONTACT PERSOM [we will anly contact this parson if we are unable 1o reach you)

Farans (= Gmer Ralatve Hion Rlative [
Relstianship if not parant
Marre LAST, FIRST Telaphone Number (123 ) 456-7890
Parmanent Hame Address STEET cty CITY stare |L zpcede BO015

Student/Borrower Certifications and Signature
Read carefully before signing below.
| declara under panalty of parjury as provided by law, the following:

A, The information | have provided on this Master Promissory Note and as wpdated by me from time to time is accurate and complete.

B, lauthorize my high schoeol and college to release information andior certify my eligibility for the llinces Special Edecation Teachar Tuition Waiver Program.

€. lunderstand that | may receive the llinois Special Educalion Teacher Tuition Waiver Program for mone than one year and, i | fail to complete the teaching obligation
described in this Master Promissory Mote that the awarded funds shall conver o an interest-bearing loan as describad below.

D. lauthorize any future employer of mine to provide any infarmation to my Lender relating bo my obligation to complete my eligibility to parficipate in the llinoes Special
Education Teacher Tuition Waiver Program

E. lundarstand that if my awards convert to a loan, my Lender will be the llinais Student Assistance Commission ("ISAC” or “Lander”).

F. PROMISE TO PAY — | promise to pay to the order of the Lender, or any su haoldar, for my p ipation in the lllinois Special
Education Teacher Tuition Waiver Program if, at any time, | am no longer ollglhle to participate in the program nursuant to the lllineis Higher Education
Btudent Assistance Act [110 ILCS 947/65,15] or its implementing regulatiens, found at I, Admin, Code it 23, § 27
lunderstand that | may receive one or mere awards through the llincis Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver Fmgram for mare than one year and, if | fail

to complete the teaching obligations described in this Master Promissory Note. the funds awarded or a portion thereof awarded shall convert to a Loan, the

FINISH

terms of which will be governed by this Master Promi
of funds awarded together with interest, late payment
Promissory Note. | understand that | may cancel this -
THAT THE PROCEEDS ARE RETURNED PRIOR TO TH
| understand that | have the right a1 any time lo pay in adv Ado pt YOU r SI g natU re
I'WILL MOT SIGN THIS MASTER PROMISSORY NOTE
SIGN THIS NOTE IF IT CONTAINS ANY BLANK SPACH
SPACES, RND THAT | HAVE RECEIVED AN EXACT Ci
A 0 DF THIS MASTER PROMISSORY NOTE,

e

\ Confirm your name, initials, and signature.
\ Applicant Signature] - Required
N
Full Name*

Carmen SanDiego

SELECT S5TYLE DRAW UPLOAD
PREVIEW
DocuSigned by: Ds
(armun S;w«l)lcgo (S
0C2470960924C44C...

Initials*

cs

Change Style

By selecting Adopt and Sign, | agree that the signature and initiala will be the electronic representstion of my signature and initials for all purposes when | (or
my agent) use them on documents, including legally binding contracts - just the same as a pen-and-paper signature or initial.

@ ISAC ADOPT AND SIGN CANCEL




N
Admin g

[
lunderg Disclaimer icher
Tuition ou are now leaving the ISAC Student Portal. By clicking CONTINUE below,
describg Y™ will be directed to DocuSign, where you can securehy ehertronically sign your epplication E;

. Youwill be returned tothe 1540 Student Portal ance the signafure process i complsie
LG I you click CANCEL, youwill remain in the ISAC Student Portal and will be given the option to <

awarde§ printand sign your application by hand and mail it to the llinois Student Assiztance Commission (1SAC).

awarde fizes 23
describe m igation
by refus THAT
THE PR ICH

THEY

7.lunderstand that | have the right at any time to pay in advance the unpaid\galance due under this

zgreement without penalty.

8. I'WILL MOT SIGH THIS MASTER PROMISSORY NOTE BEFORE READING THE ENTIRE NOTE,
EVEN IF | AM TOLD OR INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE. | WILL MOT SIGH THIS N==="< B
ANY BLANE SPACES. BY SIGMING THIS NOTE | ACKNOWLEDGE THAT | HA| \

CONTAINS MO BLANK SPACES, AMD THAT | HAVE RECENVED AN EXACT C V’
CERTIFIES | HAVE READ, UNDERSTAND, AND AGREE TO THE TERMS AND
THIS MASTER PROMISSORY NOTE, AS WELL AS THE CERTIFICATIONS AB(
SIGMATURE.

Final Step

“You're Mot DaneYet! To completeyour Hlinois Special Educstion Teacher Tustion Waher (SETTW) Program application, you must
submit 3 signed Application/Teaching Agresment/Master Promissony Mote

@ | agree to the certification statement SICH & SUBMIT

Re=turnto the SETTW Application inthe [54C Student Portal to complete your submission. You may choose fo electronically sign
aind submit yowr apelication, or print and signyour apolication by hand and mail it ta:

ISAC Dept. D
1755 Lake Cook Road
Deerfield, IL 60015-5209

Bi=zure to retzin 2 copy of your signed Application/Teaching Agreement,Master Promissony Mote, slong with the Terms and
Conditsons, for your reconds.

fyou become aware that changes to your application data are nesded, follow the procedures on our website.
Notifications

fyou provided your e-mail eddress, 3 stetus notification will besent if we donot recefve your signed apelication

“Youwwill receive a ketter notifying you of your eligibility status within 2 weeks after receipt of your complete signed spplication.

Print & Sign Your Application
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SETTW Awarding

» ISAC awards 250 waivers annually as follows:

o A maximum of 40 tuition waivers are awarded to qualified applicants who hold valid teaching

certificates that are not in the discipline of special education
» |f more than 40 applicants qualify under these provisions, a lottery is used to select 40 recipients
» |f fewer than 40 applicants qualify under these provisions, the remaining waivers are awarded to the current
year high school graduates

o A minimum of 105 tuition waivers are awarded to qualified applicants who graduated from high

school prior to the academic year in which the award is made
» |f more than 105 applicants qualify under these provisions, a lottery is used to select 105 recipients

o A minimum of 105 tuition waivers are awarded to qualified applicants scheduled to graduate from
an approved high school in the academic year in which the award is made and who perform in the
upper half of their class according to performance-based academic data provided by the high
school at the end of the sixth semester

» Recipients for this group are selected from among qualified applicants based on the highest ACT or SAT test
scores from the appropriate time period.

» Any of the 145 tuition waivers not awarded under the provisions outlined in the two preceding bullets are
awarded to this group.

» |f the number of applicants who qualify under these provisions is greater than the available number of tuition
waivers to be awarded, a lottery is used to select the appropriate number of recipients.

« Awards are not subject to annual appropriations
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SETTW Awarding

 Certified teachers who receive an "approval” through their school
district to teach in a special education discipline are considered to
be seeking initial certification in a special education discipline and
may, therefore, apply for this waiver

« Teachers already certified in a special education discipline
may not receive the tuition waiver

 Student cannot be a prior recipient of this waiver or be awarded
the Minority Teachers of lllinois (MTI) Scholarship Program or the
Golden Apple (GA) Scholars of lllinois Program for the same
academic year

« An applicant who is also eligible for the Monetary Award Program
(MAP) must use the SETTW award first
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SETTW Award Notification

« An SETTW Notice of Eligibility will be sent by July 1 to each qualified

applicant who is selected to receive a tuition waiver
o Included with the notice is a SETTW Rights and Responsibilities form

« An SETTW Notice of Unavailable Waivers is sent to qualified applicants
who are not selected

« Applicants who did not qualify for a waiver are sent an SETTW Notice
of Ineligibility

« Samples of the letters sent Determining Awards for SETTW i e

Overam
IRAG Ri 7R5 2 oo b4

to students can be found at: T —

. . . . ) [ W We d %0 qua hac spcicanls ' o vald =
o isac.org/isac-qift-assistance- cer e et s ,:;“ §= :,,, -1 e an 1 steart sy
~ nirichen Hiseant prorimicr e ,».r.‘-,..;.. wel iz wabeas AN 0 w1 Fon | . 40 e

QUATY LN3or hese o ans, 190 remainng w oz are "A'.':m:ﬂ 1o e cumert year 'IJ"

programs/illinois-settw/
determining-awards/

Ihzd optcants wha gradusted o m

ol 1CG taton wareers are xvarced o
[ " o i <05 apadics

» Amnamum el 1CL ch % 2re YN k: I hea a.cbc. I.a:'»cc ued to groduais
m:'n n apgroved :l
¥ 3 ul

Enroliment Seatus Verificadon
Prograem Ruguirements

ANSE IVENZDze > Ebity wil Ce zem by Juy 12t o 2ach queihed docicanl Wi 5 elected 0
racane 3 unon warser Inchased win thes ncbes iz an Sk 11V Hghts 3rd Hesporsbibes rom. 1he

nnenoy 3d ohoe Tay requre 3 copy of (he students S| 1AW Notoe of Liglary, ¢ they thooze io Program Compartsons
ZISAC
T



https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/illinois-settw/determining-awards/

SETTW Processing

After awarding has taken place, schools will be asked to complete the tuition
waiver process by certifying each student’s eligibility and enrollment in the
SETTW system in GAP Access.

For each waiver awarded, the college must certify that the student is enrolled
in a special education discipline or that the student is ineligible for the waiver.

The SETTW Certification List in the SETTW system includes students who
have been newly awarded program benefits for the current academic year, as
well as those who have transferred to the institution.

Schools cannot make a correction to a tuition waiver certification once it has
been submitted in the SETTW system.

All certification corrections must be submitted to School Services by sending
an e-mail to isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov.
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mailto:isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

Adminisiration School Programs

SETTW Certification List: View

Select School and School Code

v Go

Hamea Sludenl Certification Enroliment Sialus Verification
m Filtex Adld Gl
Entries dizplayed | 00 v
SSN Last Name First School Dwal Dual Certitind Academic Level  Disqualithed Reason Transter Transter
Name Code Awarded Awarded Indicator Stant
M7 GA Term
A% a | -Saiect ~ Vv | = Solktt ~ !
REL XA n \ To view the Student’s full ¥ Sraduatz v - Salect - v !
2 SSN click on the padlock. ‘
ARX-XK n | -Saiect- v - I - Salect - v

n

View Report Excel Report

» The tuition waiver process must be completed on the Certification List: View screen for all
newly awarded students and students who have transferred

» Students who applied for MTI and GA are identified with a “Y” indicator in the Dual Awarded

columns to warn schools of a potential conflicting scholarship
o  Students cannot receive both SETTW and MTI or GA during the same award year

» The Transfer Indicator will be populated with a “T" when the student has received benefits in a

prior term or year at a different school and has transferred to your institution
o  The Transfer Term column will show the term the student can begin using the SETTW benefits
o  The term indicator will show a 1 (fall), 2 (spring), or 3 (summer)
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SETTW Processing

 If a student is ineligible to receive an SETTW award, one of the following
reasons should be selected from the Disqualified Reason drop-down list:

o

©c O O O O

The recipient did not enroll within 10 days after the beginning of the term for
which ISAC initially awarded the waiver

The recipient is enrolled at this school, but is not seeking an initial special
education teacher licensure

The recipient accepted the Minority Teachers of lllinois (MTI) Scholarship
Program or the Golden Apple Scholars of lllinois Program rather than the SETTW
Program

Recipient declined the tuition waiver

Recipient is not an lllinois resident

Recipient is not a United States citizen or eligible noncitizen

Recipient is not making satisfactory academic progress

Recipient is in default on a student loan, or owes a refund on any state or federal
grant

* If a college certifies a student as ineligible for an award, a Notice of
Disqualification is sent to the applicant.

“ZISAC i




SETTW Processing

« |f a recipient declines the lllinois Special Education Teacher Tuition
Waiver, the waiver will be awarded to another eligible applicant for
the same academic year

» Colleges are encouraged to clearly communicate SETTW award
amounts to students as part of the financial aid
awarding/communication process

o Becausethe SETTW program converts to a loan if teaching
requirements are not met, it's important for students to be aware of

their award amounts

“ZISAC i



SETTW Teaching Requirements

« Recipients must teach two years on a full-time basis in the field of special
education

« The teaching obligation must be fulfilled at a nonprofit lllinois public,
private, or parochial preschool, elementary or secondary school beginning
within one year immediately following graduation or termination of
enrollment and continuing for two of the subsequent five years

« |f teaching requirements are not fulfilled, the assistance received converts
to aloan
o Recipient must repay the entire amount of the award prorated according to the
fraction of the obligation not completed, plus interest at a rate of 5% and any

reasonable collection fees
o Interest begins to accrue on the date the repayment obligation begins

« Repayment is to be completed within 10 years after the assistance

converts to a loan
o For SETTW recipients who were awarded a waiver prior to July 1, 2014, the
repayment term is five years

“ZISAC =



Dual-Awarding Students Eligible for
SETTW, MTI and/or Golden Apple

« |If a student qualifies for SETTW, MTI and/or Golden Apple the student must choose

which program they would like to use
o A student cannot receive the benefits of two programs in the same award year
o ISAC will send the student a letter asking them to choose which program they want to accept
o These letters include a deadline date to return the form

« |If a student decides to change which program benefit he/she wants to receive:
o First confirm that the student has been awarded the other program before cancelling a payment

request/claim that may have already been made
= For example, make sure that the student was awarded funds for MTI before cancelling a payment request
for Golden Apple

* Program teaching obligations

SETTW requires two-year teaching commitment

Golden Apple requires a five-year teaching commitment

MTI has a one-year teaching commitment for each year that the scholarship is received

These programs will convert to a loan that the student must repay if the teaching commitment is
not met.

o O O O

« Schools can find more information on these programs on ISAC’s website in the FAA

area, the Administrative Rules, and the User Guides
o isac.org/e-library/administrative-rules/2023-24-isac-rules.html
o Isac.org/gap-access/#quide
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Ways to View Students Awarded GA, SETTW & MTI

e Clickon [ icon

v

« This will take A S G Ao U TP S
you to the ot [EIED st it sl P
Student Detail:

e et | 58 Eligibility screen. oo

« Scroll down to
view if the e
student was also

: awarded GA or

et ¢ St onts SETTW

» 0
« 0
« 0
)
« 0 1
+ 0

Apphzamt Casegery Etraiciy
Trraty ) S o
Appbtabicn Willrdrawn Dals s derme
Certieaion Dot Citaenship Amard Late
ATIE2922 US Craen i)
wae

Lavr Upw Alies D al Award Arsccnt
g4 - N
ratal U Amard Doelins ©
3 R
Eingedl Apsloaty Eligibility

pokzation Rass ved Dot Ot
Ringaal aducyiar prspanatian pregam -
- Ap e Dot WMk

@ ISAC 20



Student Caertification Payment Reports Filp Extractior Enroliment Status Verification
Filtor Colurnen
Unselected Selected
Applican! Calegony Last Nasetio

Application Complete First Name

A e n
wward Armourt Sewcted chackboxes wil te

Award Dote vorted Sescending. Lnchecked
G ok et wll b et
Awarded GA { w i by wtod
1 iy

Aworded SETTW
Administraton  School  Programs

Ceortified Dete

PO

g MTI Student List Eligibility: View
Mala

Using the “Sort” tab, you ‘
can create a list of
students who have been

et School and School Code

ne Student
awarded MTI, sorted by B st Cotme
Award Date

vles Baplayed Y0 v

DOoR Male DOafasft Unta  School  Apphcation Apgiicant Categary Cerfified  Ceomifled

Complete Chgitde  Date

Code

You can also create a list
of students who have been

awarded GA or SETTW S ———— =

After selecting your Sort

options, click on the “List” .. ..:«
tab to view the sorted list

of students

6 entries

The MTI Student List
Eligibility: View screen
shows whether a student is
also awarded GA or SETTW

» Scroll all the way over
using the scroll bar at
bottom of screen

Aradomic  Award Awacd
Level Amount  (ate

Awnarded  Awarded  Bengeael Erc

A SEfw Certshcaton

E 202 \
o 202 '
119207 e
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.
Dual-Awarding Students with MTI & Golden Apple

Annual Award Amount
7500 00

ports e Fxtraction Encoliment Status Verification

GA

Student Detail: Payment ]

Cerlilication File Ut yd Payment Raports

Example of a student for which payment was requested for both the

MTI & GA scholarships

The college must CANCEL one of the scholarships
This will be an audit finding if not corrected

MTI Student Detail: Payments ]
Home artification Payment R
i egon ([
[ )
[ )
Current SSN
:

v

P Papner

Falam v Fulis v

v v

N

Annual Award Amnount

000

Cli< |€] <




SETTW Resources

Home ' ISAC Gift Assistance Programs lllinois Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver (SETTW) Program

Illinois Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver (SETTW) Program

(Program News \

(last updated August 8, 2023)

2023-24 Certification

2023-24 Award Determination

2023-24 Application

k Enrollment Status Verification )

2023-24

Certification

Functionality to certify eligibility for 2023-24 lllinois Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver
(SETTW) Program newly-awarded students — as well as transfer students — is available in the
SETTW system.

Each of the twelve lllinois public universities with students who were awarded 2023-24 tuition
waivers has been sent an e-mail from ISAC, with instructions to certify each student’s eligibility via
the SETTW system within 60 days of the date on which the e-mail is received.

If subsequent 2023-24 SETTW awards are announced, ISAC will send similar e-mail messages to
impacted institutions.

Further details are provided at the Tuition Waiver Process page and in the Tuition Waiver
Certification Process User Guide, which will soon be updated to reflect 2023-24 processing.

“ZISAC
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Eligibility

Applying
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Tuition Waiver Process

Leave Of Absence
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Program Comparisons

Electronic Processing

23




Golden Apple (GA) Scholars
of lllinois Program
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Golden Apple (GA) Scholars of Illinois
Program

« Encourages academically talented lllinois students, especially
minority students, to pursue teaching careers, especially at high-need,
hard-to-staff schools

 Provides teacher preparation and tuition assistance for high school
seniors and freshman and sophomore students at participating
lllinois colleges

« Scholarship assistance with tuition, fees, and room and board or a
commuter allowance

 Scholars go through a rigorous selection process

 The total number of scholarships awarded each year is contingent
upon the funds appropriated by the lllinois General Assembly

“ZISAC



Golden Apple (GA) Scholars of Illinois
Program

« May qualify for up to $2,500 during their first or second year of being
a Scholar, and up to $5,000 during their third, fourth or fifth year

« May receive the scholarship for the equivalent of four academic
years (eight semesters or 12 quarters)

« Eligibility criteria, application and awarding is handled by the
Golden Apple Foundation

o Not-for-profit organization based in Chicago
o Promotes excellence in Pre K-12 education
o Scholars receive mentoring support from teachers who are part of the

Golden Apple Network
= goldenapple.org/scholars

“ZISAC


https://www.goldenapple.org/scholars

Golden Apple (GA) Scholars of Illinois
Program

« Must earn a bachelor’s degree at one of the 53 lllinois universities
that participate in the program and obtain Illinois teacher licensure

» Must agree to teach, on a full-time basis, for a period of not less than
five years at a non-profit lllinois public, private or parochial preschool,
or an lllinois public elementary or secondary school

» Must begin teaching within two years of the completion of your
degree or certificate program for which the assistance was awarded

o If not fulfilled, the award will convert to a loan, plus interest

» The Golden Apple Foundation monitors compliance with the teaching
commitment requirements for each Scholar

“ZISAC



GA Eligibility Requirements

« To qualify for the GA program, an applicant must:

o be a U.S. citizen or eligible non-citizen or meet the "undocumented
student” criteria of the RISE Act

o be aresident of lllinois (if dependent, both the student and
parent/guardian must be residents of lllinois)

o be a high school graduate or a recipient of a General Educational
Development (GED) Certificate

o hot be in default on any student loan nor owe a refund or repayment on
any state or federal grant

o meet the satisfactory academic progress standards at the school

o be enrolled at a four-year institution designated by the Foundation as a
participating lllinois university on at least a half-time basis as a
freshman through a senior

o have earned a cumulative Grade Point Average (GPA) of 2.5 0on a 4.0
scale if enrolled at the sophomore, junior or senior level

“ZISAC e


https://www.isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-planning/completing-the-fafsa/dependency-status.html

GA Eligibility Requirements

« To qualify for the GA program, an applicant must:

o have not received 8 semesters or 12 quarters of the Golden Apple
Scholarship

o have entered into a program agreement and promissory note with the
Golden Apple Foundation and ISAC

o be enrolled in a postsecondary course of study leading to an initial
teacher licensure or taking additional courses needed to gain lllinois
State Board of Education (ISBE) approval to teach including alternative
teacher licensure

o have participated in all required programs and adhered to the residential
guidelines and standard of conduct as a designated Golden Apple
Scholar of the Foundation

o have not been awarded an lllinois Special Education Teacher Tuition
Waiver (SETTW) or the MTI Scholarship for the same academic period
for which the Golden Apple Scholars of lllinois Program is requested.
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Applying for GA

 Applications are accepted and processed by the Golden Apple
Foundation - goldenapple.org/scholars
o Submit online application along with references, personal statements,
transcripts and standardized test scores
o Participate in interviews

« Students may apply as a:
o High school senior
o College freshmen or sophomore at partner universities in lllinois
o Community college students in lllinois

» Deadline date to submit application is April 1, 2024
* Once the Foundation has evaluated applicants and determined who

may be eligible to receive the scholarship, the Foundation provides
applicant data to ISAC which is uploaded to GAP Access

“ZISAC =


https://www.goldenapple.org/scholars#apply
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The Golden Apple Scholars of lingis program s a teacher preparation and tultion assistance

program for nigh school senlors and freshman and sophomore Hlinois college students who ApplY Now

ols-of-nead.

rave the determination and drive 10 be highly effective teachers in lingi

We prepare aspiring teachers for immediate and lasting success in the most challenging

teaching envitonmenis
APPLICATION PROCESS FUIGIBLE UNIVERSITIES
Scholars Receive:
< Up 1o $23,000 in total financlal assistance for college, Inclusive of pald S [
Stityute ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS CONTACT SCHOLARS TEAN

« Extensive classroam teaching experience

« Acadomic and soclal-emotional support REFER & STRDENT T0 THE PROGRAN

= Job placement assistance

« Mentoring from our award winning teaching faculty


https://www.goldenapple.org/scholars

GA Certification & Awarding Process

 An Initial Certification record is created in the GA system when the list
of applicants is provided to ISAC by the Golden Apple Foundation.

« The Foundation certifies an applicant’s eligibility each term

 Colleges are not responsible for certifying initial eligibility, their role
starts with payment processing

« When the Foundation certifies that an applicant is eligible to receive a
scholarship, the award amount will display on the Student Eligibility
List: View screen.

o The amount of each award is determined by the number of years the
applicant has been a Golden Apple Scholar

« Colleges can view the status of an applicant on the Student Eligibility
List: View screen.

“ZISAC &



GA Certification & Awarding Process

* The Foundation provides the

GA 2023-2024: Student List Eligibility: View award amount as part of the

Setect Schoot and Schoot Cade - certification process each term

Home Student Caertification File Upload Paymanl
I uter sont Columns v
Entries displayed 100 v

t SSN Last Name Furst DoB Detault Total Appkcation Applicant Catagory School Certitved Annudl Awarded Awa

Name Units Date Coge Date Award M SET
Amount To
Date
A0 O e =
2 @ B oux Timely Rer 0072
s A O B oxxx - . e
¢+ 0O B oo 18 Timel e 062 o

Showing 1 1o £ of 4 antnes
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GA Certification & Awarding Process

« |f the applicants are certified as

not eligible, one of these

| GA 2023-2024: Certification List: View | indicators will be provided by the
Select School and School Code GOIden Apple Foundation:
Select Term = @) PrObation

z o Exits
o Not Reporting

Home Student Certification File Upload Payment Reports

Entries displayed | 100

# Current SSN  LastName First Name Date of Birth Deferred Scholar Pathways Scholar School Code Eligible Year in Program Ineligible Reason
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GA Certification & Awarding Process

« The amount of each award is determined by the number of years the applicant
has been a Golden Apple Scholar ( “Year in Program”)

+ Jalues fhatthe Golden Apple
Foundation may provide for Administration School Programs
the "Year in Program" fleld are: GA 2023-2024: Student Detail: Eligibility
o 1="1styear as a GA Scholar

o 2 - 2nd year as 3 GA SChOIar Home Student Ceriification File Upload Payment Reports
o 3 =3rdyear as a GA Scholar List Paymeol
o 4 =4thyear as a GA Scholar
o 5= 5thyearasa GA Scholar | unita used
. . . Current SSN
« Communication to applicants .

regarding their award status is —

done by the Golden Apple

Foundation

Date of Birth

Term School Code Year in Program Certified Certified | Award Date Award Amount
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GA Award Amounts

« The maximum annual award - first or second year is $2,500
o Semester schools will receive $1,250 per term
o Quarter schools will receive $834 for the first quarter, and $833 for the second
and third quarter per term

« The maximum annual award - third, fourth or fifth year is $5,000
o Semester schools will receive $2,500 per term
o Quarter schools will receive $1,667 for the first and second quarters, and
$1,666 for the third quarter per term

GA 2023-2024: Student Payment List: View

5

Home Student Caertification File Upload Payment Reports

Select School and School Code:

Filter Sort Columns Paymenl Reques! Enlry Submil Payment Requesls

Entries displayed | 100 v

e
Annual Term chool Request Academic Enroliment Ineligible Reason
(iode Code Leval Status

Amount Amount

R S ) ’ 1 000X 2500.0 2600.00 P Junior Full ime 5000.00
o 1 XX XX 1250.0 1250.00 P Junior Full time 2500.00

5
(s ) 1 XXX 1250 0 125000 [ Sophomore ¥ ull tine o
»

Showing 1 o 4 of 4 entries
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GA Payment Process

After the certification and awarding process has been completed,
payment functionality will be made available in GAP Access

Only the term(s) that have been certified as eligible will display on

the Payment Request Entry screen
o For example, in September, only the fall term payment will be available
to request

Payment claims are requested by the colleges by term for awarded
students who are enrolled and continue to meet eligibility
requirements

Colleges can request payment for students in the GA Student Detail:
Payment screen

If the student has applied for or is enrolled in a term(s) which is less
than the award year, they may receive the full award based on their
year in the program
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GA Payment Process

« |f an adjustment is needed to increase or decrease an award

o A school can submit a request asking to increase/decrease up to the
Annual Award Amount for the term

o GAP Access will process the new payment request and will send an
additional payment minus any previous funds paid if it is an increase. If it is
a decrease, it will process that request and adjust the award accordingly

« For Example: The annual award amount shown is $2500 for term 1 and the school only
requested $1250 for term 1. A request can be submitted to increase the award up to the full
annual award amount for term 1

« GAP Access will process the additional request and remit payment for $1250 and increase
the amount paid for the term to $2500

GA 2023-2024: Student Payment List: View

Select School and School Code

~

id Payment R

ool  Request Academic Enroliment Ineligible Requested Amosnt  Adpsted A

Sel Narme . ard Awara . Leved Status Reason Amount Pan Amount c
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GA Payment Process

- By submitting a payment request to ISAC, a college is certifying that
the student meets all eligibility criteria

- Submitting payment requests is a two-step process, which involves
generating the request and then submitting the request

« |ISAC authorizes a voucher in the amount of the claim and submits the
voucher to the State Comptroller’'s Office

 Scholarship funds are paid directly to the approved institution of record

which certified the applicant's eligibility by submitting a payment
request
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GA Payment Process i omimonne wiiammieds

student up to the current date.

[ GA 2023-2024: Student Payment List: View ] The Foundation certifies/awards a student for ONLY
ONE TERM AT A TIME.

Select School and School Code:

1 For example: If we are currently in the Fall term, then
the Annual Award Amount To Date is reflecting the Fall

Home Student Certification File Upload Reports term amount only, not the entire award year.

If the same student is then certified/awarded for the

List Filter Sorl Columns Paymenl Requesl Entry Submil Paymenl Reguesls .
Spring term, then the Annual Award Amount To Date
will increase to reflect the two term amounts combined.
Entries displayed | 100 v
$el Req Term Number Last Name  First Annual Term School Request Academic Enroliment Ineligible Reason Requested
Sel Name Award Award Codea Code Loaval Stotus Amount
Amount Amount
To Date
1 o P 1 XN=XK~ D DOl on I Confiching scholarship e
2 9 ) 1 X020 2500.0 2500.00 P Junior Full sime 5000.00
s R O G XK XX 1250.0 1250.00 P Junior Full time 2500.00
R B o 1 XRE- XK 12500 1250.00 F sSaphamore  Full tnre 2500 00

Showing 1 to 4 of 4 entries

Amount Adjusted Result Expanded Result Status Invoice Awarded Awarded

x o Paid Amount Code Result Date Code Number MTI SETTW

00

00 09/27/2023

G242700050 Y

2500.00

2500.00 |R Y 09/27/2023 P G2427000350

* You may need to use the
horizontal scroll bar to
navigate farther to the
right to see these columns. —

ZISAC N

1250.00

1250.00 Y 09/27/2023 P G2427000350

1250.00

1250.00 |R Y 09/27/2023 P G2427000350



GA Payment Process

Select:
Payment-to request a payment

Cancel-to cancel a previously
requested award

Ineligible-to be completed for
students who are ineligible

Delete-to remove the payment request

before submitting

GA 2023-2024: Student Detail: Payment

Homs Student Certification File Upload

List Eligbily

Current SSN

Deforred Scholar
N

_ Ineligible Reasons

Payment Reporis

Not enrolled

Not a US citizen/eligible non-citizen

Not an lllinois resident

Defaulted student loan

Not enrolled in teacher program

Conflicting scholarship

Not making satisfactory academic progress
Reached max number of years allowed
GPA not at least 2.5 on 4.0 scale (soph or abhove)
Not a HS grad/no GED

Not enrolled at least half time

Student is not accepting GA

I Annual Award Amount To Date l
2500.00

| 2sprey |
Colleges are required to report each _|_, Raques —: =
Scholar's academic level (e.g., Acazem Leve 2 v
Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, or ot 7 v
Senior) in the "Academic Level" field. o2 S ke
All ineligible reasons will take away e
(de-obligate) the award EXCEPT: “Not
Enrolled” and “Not Enrolled at least
half time” in first term, or second
quarter.
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GA Payment Process

Funds are issued by the State Comptroller directly to the institution

Upon receipt of the scholarship funds from the Comptroller, the college
should verify the student's enrollment status for the term for which the
award was intended

If the recipient is enrolled, the institution may credit the scholarship funds
to the recipient’s account

If the recipient has withdrawn, or if the college has reduced the amount of
the award so as not to exceed the cost of attendance, the college must
make the adjustment and indicate the reason on the GA Student Detail:
Payment screen

As part of our ongoing efforts to best leverage appropriated funds to award
as many eligible students as possible, priority payment request dates are
established for each term
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GA Payment Process

« Payment is made to colleges through an offset process

o As part of this process, new payment requests are compared to
outstanding amounts owed to ISAC, and payment is made accordingly

o Refund checks should not be sent for cancellations/adjustments made
throughout the award year

o Funds should only be returned to ISAC after a final reconciliation has
been completed at the end of the award year

o Information about the payment offset process and reconciliation is
located in the Refunds and Unpaid Claims section in the Processes area

o isac.org/faas/processes/refunds-and-unpaid-claims/payment-offset-
and-reconciliation-map.html

Home ; Financial Aid Administrators | Processes |  Refunds And Unpaid Claims

MAP Electronic Processing

Payment Offset and Reconciliation MAP Advising Data Collection

These Payment Offset and Reconciliation procedures apply to the Early Childhood Access MPCH Adjustments (COVID: Spring
Consartium for Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program, Golden Apple Scholars of lllinols Program, 2020)
Minority Teachers of lllinois (MTI} Program, Monetary Award Program (MAR), Nursing Education NON-MAP Programs Adjustments

Scholarships (NES), and Post-Master of Social Work School Social Work Professional Educator (COVID: Spring 2020)

Li Scholarship P :
[CENSE SCnolarsiip Frogram ING Grant Electronic Processing

Institutions are required to reconcile payments and submit all necassary corrections to student
records on a timely basis. Any funds determined to be owed to ISAC as a result, are to be held until

@ the end of the regular school year. ECACE Electronic Processing

IVG Electronic Processing



https://www.isac.org/faas/processes/refunds-and-unpaid-claims/payment-offset-and-reconciliation-map.html

GA Payment Reports

« A Payment Result Summary and Invoice Detail Report can be viewed or
printed by selecting the report tab in the GA system the day after a
payment request has been processed

« The report includes Payment Results and Payment Exceptions as well
as Invoice Detail about the payment claim

« The Payment Results/Exceptions report should be reviewed the day
after submitting payment requests to see which requests, if any, did not
process as expected

“ZISAC
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[GA 2023-2024: Reports: Eligibility Reports ]

Sulect School and School Code!

Home Student Certitication Payment
Craata Naw Raport
Entries m:pdmdf 10 Flitar
Al

] e

(] fihed
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GA Payment Reports

« The last page of the Payment Results/Exceptions report provides invoice information,
including amount due to the school and the invoice number

« ISAC authorizes a voucher in the amount of the payment invoice and submits it to the
State Comptroller's Office which issues payment to the institution and vouchers are
emailed to the Financial Aid Director

« The invoice number will be referenced on the voucher authorizing payment from the
State Comptroller

» Colleges can match the invoice number on the Payment Results/Exceptions report
with the voucher

ISCANT 4 LLINDS STUDENT ASSISTANCE COMNMSSION PAGE
1755 LAKE COOK ROAD MUN DATE: Dov192003
DEERFIELD L 800145200
PAYMENT RESULTS EUMNARY

2023-2024 ACADENIC YEAR Gooen Apzie Schokrs of B0 (34 Pregram
ALl TERMS -~ ' A FY2024
Wb

SCHCODE- | e e €
FEIN

GA PROGRAM INVOICE - VOUCHER

e Stadert Adealinos Conmtasion
1755 Lake Coch Road Desredd, L 620456209
AIN) 858 1SAL (4772)

REQUESTED PAD nzeln ww i e o
¥5TU AMOUNT asmw ANOUNT
FULL REQUESTED AWARD ANIDTLINT PAIR L Jsmm 1 230m VENDOR DETAILS
MHEQUESTED AWAND ANDUNT IREOUCED o aoc o0 om
NCREASE N MREEVOUE PAD ANOUNT Q [ 0 om
Vendor or Payae Voucher Information
HO CHANGE IN PREVIOUS PAID AMOUNT 0 0.00 0 000 VOUCHER NO ZE0GA306
REQUESTED AWARDS DENED 0 am 0 nm MOLICLED DATE Lo20.2033
REQUESTEN INFIIGN = a om 0 nm Sana e ]
REQUESTED AWARDS HELDUATE CLANS o 0.00 l INVOICE NO 242620003
INVOICE DATE Le-15-2025
PARTW REFINOS n om 1 nm
FULL REFUNOS o 003 o om WARRANT NO. QWDHI?FC(\C\HTE-.C
TOTAL REQUESTED | 220000 WARRANT DATE (9222023
NET ANMOUNT DISSUREED 1 2500 Wty st iy popabiied when the llnce Offics ol Cormpraber
{EEE PREVIOUS S DUE TO 1940 0,00} .wb:.m‘cs?.\gvrv:'l‘o' Uu'a;u!»:«. The mns-:l‘;;vv,vr-c'l
TOTAL AAOLNT MWCED 250000 DUE TO 5CHO0L CQUSAS S0 LE MZred on 17¢ Compuolios’s websle.
PVOICE MUMEER GRaAN®
VOUCHER DETALS TOTAL AMOUNT
NOTE: THE INVOICE NUNEER WILL BE REFERENCED CN THE VOUCHER AUTHORZING PAYNENT
FROM THE STATE COMPTACLLER. THE VOUCHER NUMBER @ REFERENCED ON THE CHECK. Golden Appie Schelars of linos Program $2.500.00
TREPRESENTS ANDUNT NOT PAID OR TOTAL ANDRURT PREVIDUSIY PAD 2023-2024 ACADEMIC YEAR

NOTE: ALL FUNDS SHDUILD BE RETURKED TO ISAC ONLY AFTER A FINAL RECONCEIATION MAS IEEN COMLETED AT
THE ENO OF THE REGULAR SCHOOL YEAM ALL SOHOO0LE WATH AN QUTSTANCING ANDUNT OWED 10 1SAL AT I'NE ENO
OF THE SCHOOL YEARWILL RECEWVE A NOTICE INDICATING THE TOTAL AMCUNT TO € REFUNDED



Program Requirements

 Scholars sign an agreement to teach for five years in an lllinois
School of Need

« The five-year teaching commitment must start within two years after
completion of the degree or certificate program for which the

scholarship was awarded

o The recipient must teach continuously until the teaching requirement is
fulfilled

« |f the student is unable or unwilling to fulfill the teaching

commitment, the award converts to a loan
o The recipient must repay the entire amount of the award prorated
according to the fraction of the obligation not completed

« Repayment is to be completed within 10 years after the assistance
converts to a loan
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GA Resources

Home = ISAC Gift Assistance Programs Golden Apple Scholars Of lllinois Program

Golden Apple Scholars Of lllinois
Golden Apple Scholars of lllinois Program Program

Program Overview

Program News Eligibility Requirements

(last updated January 12, 2024) Application, Certification And Award
Determination

2023-24 Program Funding

2023-24 Payment Payment

2023-24 Application, Certification and Award Determination Program Comparisons

GA Electronic Processing

2023-24

Program Funding

The 2024 fiscal year (July 1, 2023 — June 30, 2024) appropriation for the Golden Apple Scholars of
lllinois Scholarship is $10,750,000.

Payment

Important dates and reminclers for 2023-24 Golden Apple payment processing:

« As part of our ongoing efforts to best leverage appropriated funds to award as many eligible
students as possible, priority payment request (i.e., claim) deadline dates are established for
each term.

o ISAC is accepting claims for the second (spring semester and winter quarter)
term.
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ISAC Contact Information

School Services
866-247-2172
isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

ISAC Call Center — Student Services
800-899-4722
isac.studentservices@illinois.gov
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Partner Services

Kim Eck - Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov

Stephanie Claudio - Stephanie.Claudio@illinois.gov

Daniela Rios — Daniela.Rios@illinois.gov

Sherry Schonauer - Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov
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Questions/Comments

?????‘7?

Thank you for attending today!
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