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2024-25 Monetary Award Program (MAP)

• Initial FY2025 Recompute Formula
o Was approved at the June 2024 Commission Meeting
o Maximum award amount was $8,400

• ISAC suspended the announcement of 2024-25 MAP grants for all students 
whose initial 2024-25  FAFSA or Alternative Application was received on or 
after August 21, 2024

• Fall term claim deadline date was Friday, December 6, 2024
o Term 1 enrollment and fall claim rates were much higher than expected

 
• On December 17, ISAC announced that a 4% reduction factor would need to 

be applied to the 2024-25 maximum annual award amount to stay within the 
FY25 appropriation
• The reduction was only applied to second semester and second/third quarter 

claims; fall term award amounts were not reduced
• For semester institutions, the maximum eligible award amount for the spring term was 

reduced by 8%
• For quarter institutions, the maximum eligible award amount for both second and third 

quarters was reduced by 6%

3



2024-25 MAP
• Mid-Year Recompute

o Reduces the maximum annual award amount of $8400 by 4%
▪ 8400 x .96 = 8064

• The reduction was implemented in the MAP system and recalculated awards 
provided to colleges on December 23
o The award amounts displaying in the MAP system continue to show the original 

maximum eligible amount for the fall term
o To account for the reduction that was not applied to the fall term, a higher 

percentage was used to reduce original second and third term eligibility amounts

• Payment processing for Term 2 was made available on January 2
o The claim deadline date for Term 2 (spring semester/winter quarter) is Friday, April 4
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2024-25 MAP
Recent announcements and resources

• Reduction announcement 
o isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-

FAA-2024-1217.html

• Mid-Year Recompute implemented
o isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-

FAA-2024-1224.html

• Information for students
o isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-

FAA-2024-1230-2.html

• Term 2 payment processing opens
o isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-messages/eLibrary-

FAA-2025-0102-2.html
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2024-25 MAP
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Reduced Term 2 Award Amounts
Based on Max Annual Award Amount, Semester School, With Cents
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Reduced Term 2 Award Amounts
Based on Max Annual Award Amount, Semester School, No Cents
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Reduced Term 2 & 3 Award Amounts
Based on Max Annual Award Amount, Quarter School, Cents
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Reduced Term 2 & 3 Award Amounts
Based on Max Annual Award Amount, Quarter School, No Cents
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Semester Example
• Spring semester award, reduced by 8%

o Original eligible term amount x .92 (8%) = new max eligible term amount, 
based on 15-hour enrollment
▪ 4200 x .92 = 3864
▪ 1500 x .92 = 1380

• Award amounts for less than full-time (15 hour) enrollment
o Maximum eligible term award amount times the number of hours 

enrolled, divided by 15; student receives 1/15 of the award amount for 
each hour enrolled
▪ 3864 x 12/15 = 46,368/15 = 3091.20

➢ At “no cents” schools, truncate result to whole number: award amount is $3091
➢ At “cents” schools, truncate result to two decimal places: award amount is: $3091.20
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MAP Payment Processing Reminders

• Colleges can continue to make adjustments to previously-submitted fall term 
claims (e.g. to change enrollment hours, adjust amounts, etc).
o Initial fall term claims and upward adjustment amounts for timely fall claims will 

be considered a late claim now that the fall term claim deadline has passed
o It’s important that colleges make downward adjustments as fall term reconciliation 

is completed, rather than wait until year-end
▪ Due to the offset process, actual funds do not have to be returned to ISAC until year-end, 

however, adjustments should be made in the MAP system as soon as possible
➢ This assists ISAC with monitoring actual enrollment and claim rates and provides more accurate 

information for projections

• We do not recommend that schools submit adjustments to change MAP 
codes for the fall term if it will result in a claim being considered late and 
unable to be paid
o In order to change MAP codes, the original request must first be cancelled and 

then a new request submitted
o Any new fall term requests would now be late
o Downward adjustments can be made, as needed
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Illinois Residency Requirements for MAP
• MAP grant recipients must be residents of the State of Illinois and it is the 

college’s responsibility to ensure that all MAP recipients meet the Illinois 
residency requirements

• For a dependent student to be considered an Illinois resident and eligible to 
receive a grant:
• The parent of the dependent student who is required to complete the FAFSA must 

physically reside in Illinois and Illinois must be their true, fixed, and permanent home.
• If Illinois becomes the parent's true, fixed, and permanent home after the initial FAFSA is filed, 

the student's and the parent’s state of legal residence and permanent mailing address must be 
corrected to indicate Illinois on the FAFSA 

• For an independent student to be considered a resident of Illinois they must have 
physically resided in Illinois (at the time of application), and must have resided 
for 12 continuous full months immediately prior to the start of the academic 
year for which assistance is requested and Illinois must be their true, fixed, and 
permanent home.
• Example: An independent student attending an institution with an academic year 

starting on August 5, 2024, must have resided in Illinois from August 5, 2023 through 
August 4, 2024.
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Illinois Residency Requirements for MAP
• It is the college’s responsibility to verify any dependent student for whom there 

may be conflicting information pertaining to the parent’s state of legal resident, as 
well as any student whose dependency status changes from "dependent" to 
"independent" during the award year.

• Applicants who cease to be Illinois residents after MAP award notification may 
complete the academic year with the awarded grant.
• Example: If a dependent student's parent(s) moves out of state after completing the FAFSA and have 

received notification of MAP eligibility, the student remains eligible for MAP for the balance of that 
award year, assuming the student continues to meet all other eligibility requirements.

• If a school has conflicting information about an applicant's residency, the school 
must resolve this discrepancy prior to delivering MAP funds.
• This requirement to resolve conflicting information is separate from the Federal Verification 

requirement and supersedes all verification rules.

• An institution is not required to collect documentation to verify residency if:
• the applicant received payment of a MAP award during the previous academic year; or
• the applicant was enrolled in an ISAC-approved MAP institution or an ISAC-approved 

Illinois high school for the preceding consecutive 12 months prior to the start of the 
academic year for which assistance is requested.
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Illinois Residency Rule Amendment, 
Effective Beginning in 2024-25
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From General Provisions, Section 2700.20 Definitions 

"Resident of Illinois" – 

A dependent student is a resident of Illinois if the parent of the dependent applicant, who is required by 
the instructions to complete the FAFSA or the Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid, physically 
resides within the State of Illinois, and Illinois is the parent's true, fixed and permanent home. 

An independent student is a resident of Illinois if the applicant physically resides within the State of Illinois 
(at the time of application), and has so resided for a period of 12 continuous, full months immediately 
prior to the start of the academic year for which assistance is requested and Illinois is their true, fixed and 
permanent home. 

When an applicant does not qualify as a resident of Illinois under the preceding 2 paragraphs and the 
applicant is a member of the U.S. Armed Forces or a foreign missionary, or is the dependent or the spouse 
of an individual who is a member of the U.S. Armed Forces or a foreign missionary, or is a dependent 
student required to list an out-of-state parent contributor on the FAFSA form, then the applicant's 
residency shall be determined in accordance with the following:

…
An applicant who is a dependent student and physically resides in the State of Illinois with a parent 
but is required to list an out-of-state parent contributor on the FAFSA form may be considered a 
Resident of Illinois for the purpose of State financial aid programs. See Section 2700.50(e)(3).



Illinois Residency Rule Amendment, 
Effective Beginning in 2024-25

From General Provisions, 2700.50(a)(3) – Determining Applicant Eligibility

3) If the institution has information that a dependent student physically resides 
with a parent within the State of Illinois, but the parent contributor listed on the 
FAFSA physically resides in another state, the institution shall review the 
applicant’s residency eligibility for ISAC gift assistance programs to determine 
whether it should be based on the Illinois resident parent.

A) The institution will make this determination on a case-by-case basis upon 
confirming that the dependent student and Illinois parent reside in the State as 
evidenced by documentation as outlined in subsection (e)(4). 

B) The institution shall notify ISAC of the determination.

C) A student’s maximum annual MAP award amount shall be based on the need 
analysis calculation using the data of the parent who is required to provide financial 
information on the FAFSA or Alternative Application, according to the instructions 
provided on the respective applications. 
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Dependent Residency Override
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• A check-box is available in the MAP system to allow schools to override the 
residency issue for students who have a disqualify code due to an out-of-state 
parent contributor
• When a school submits one of these requests in the MAP system, they will also have 

to check the ““Include Ineligible” and “Disqualify” checkboxes on the Submit 
Payment Requests screen

• For FTP payment processing, a Dependent Residency Override field was added 
to the file layout to provide a Y indicator, if needed



2025-26 Award Year
Fiscal Year (FY) 2026
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2025-26 MAP Start-Up

• The 2025-26 MAP Start-Up Formula was approved at the 
September 19, 2024, Commission Meeting
o FY26 Start-up formula remains the same as FY25 Recompute formula:

▪ 2021-22 reported tuition and fees
▪ the 2021-22 Pell Grant Payment Schedule
▪ a $5,200 living allowance
▪ an $8,400 maximum award

o Commission Meeting Agenda Book:  isac.org/about-
isac/commissioners/2024-agenda-books/agenda-book-09-19-24.html 

• The 2025-26 FAFSA became available at the end of November, and 
the 2025-26 Alternative Application was launched on December 6

• MAP eligibility information was made available to schools in the MAP 
system on December 30
o isac.org/e-library/partner-e-messages-and-newsletters/faa-e-

messages/eLibrary-FAA-2024-1230.html
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2025-26 MAP Start-Up

• 2025-26 MAP 160 Byte File Layout Specifications may be accessed via 
the Electronic Tools area of the e-Library for Partners.
o There have been no changes made to the file layout for 2025-26

• At this time, the Alternative Application Student Record School File Layout has 
not yet been provided for the 2025-26 processing cycle. 
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2025-26 Alternative Application
• The questions on the 2025-26 Alternative Application are consistent 

with the 2025-26 FAFSA and it collects all data elements needed to 
calculate an SAI

• Similar to an ISIR, the Alternative Application Student Record includes 
all application data elements
o The order of the data in the file layout follows the order of the ISIR and the 

values are the same, unless otherwise noted
o Available as a text file in Notepad

▪ Using free Notepad++ app provides more user-friendly viewing

o The Alternative Application Student Record School File Layout document 
provides details about field names, length of data fields, and start and end 
positions

• Creating/uploading Alternative Application Student Record files to 
colleges’ internal systems is not required 
o Relevant student applicant data provided in GAP Access may be relied on to 

administer MAP for both FAFSA and Alternative Application applicants
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Alternative Application 
Information Privacy and Security
• isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-

planning/retention-of-illinois-rise-act/
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Alternative Application 
Information Privacy 
and Security
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New Disclosure Screen Added to 
Beginning of the Application Process
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2024-25 Alt App Stats
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2025-26 Alt App Stats
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Making Adjustments to Alternative 
Application Student Records
• A process is available in the MAP system that provides colleges with the ability 

to submit professional judgment adjustments and make corrections for 
Alternative Application student records

• Professional Judgment and Application Correction tabs are available on the 
Student Detail: Eligibility screen in the MAP system for Alt App records only

• Colleges may rely on the same policies and procedures they have in place for 
FAFSA applicants who have special or unusual circumstances

• During the update process, messaging will appear if data is removed from a 
required data field, and the user will not be able to proceed to the next page until 
required information has been entered

• Once all changes/updates have been entered, you must select a “Submit” button 
to complete the process

• For more detailed guidance refer to the Operational Guide for Alternative 
Application processing: 
o isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/2425-FAA-AltApp-OpsGuide-Jan24.pdf 
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To Process a Dependency Override - 
Professional Judgment in the MAP System
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2025-26 MAP Resources
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ISAC’s Student Engagement & 
Support Services
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For inquiries from students, parents, and the 
general public

Phone: 800-899-ISAC (4722)
Fax: 847-831-8549

E-mail: isac.studentservices@illinois.gov
Spanish-speaking counselors are available

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. CT



ISAC’s Partner Services Department
• Provides training, program information, policy guidance 

and support to schools and other ISAC partners

• Partners with ILASFAA and other professional organizations

• Responds to school inquiries, both colleges and high schools

Phone: 866-247-2172
Fax: 847-831-8549

E-mail: isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

Partner Services Staff
Kim Eck, Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov

Daniela Rios, Daniela.Rios@illinois.gov
Sherry Schonauer, Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov
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Questions/Comments

Thank you for attending today!
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