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2022-23  Fall Term Claim Deadline Dates
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Program Submit On or Before

Monetary Award Program 12/09/22

Illinois National Guard Grant 12/30/22

Illinois Veteran Grant 12/30/22

Minority Teachers of Illinois Scholarship 12/30/22

Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois Program 12/30/22

Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity 
Scholarship

12/30/22

• For more details on payment 
processing on each program, 
see their respective pages in 
the Gift Assistance area of the 
FAA section at isac.org



2022-23 Minority Teachers of Illinois 
(MTI) Scholarship Program
• Applications continue to be accepted even though the March 31, 2022 priority 

consideration date has passed
o 2022-23 applicants must also complete a 2022-23 FAFSA or Alternative Application

• 2022-23 awarding has taken place for all timely renewal applicants who have 
been certified as eligible. 

• Colleges should continue certifying eligibility MTI applicants on a regular 
basis, throughout the year
o If you aren’t able to certify a student’s bilingual information, you can still certify 

based on general criteria until you’ve obtained the additional documentation needed  
o It is better to certify under general criteria than not at all so that they student can be 

considered in all rounds of awarding that may take place
o Bilingual certification provides priority, but is not required

• As announced in a September 15 e-Message, 2022-23 MTI first-term payment 
requests can be completed online and submitted electronically to ISAC via 
the MTI system.
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MTI Certification Data Definitions

• Qualified Bilingual Minority Applicant
o A qualified bilingual minority applicant is one who demonstrates 

proficiency in a language other than English by receiving: 
o a State Seal of Biliteracy from the State Board of Education, or 
o receiving a passing score on an educator licensure target language proficiency 

test.

o Resource Links: 
▪ https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Home.aspx
▪ https://www.isbe.net/sealofbiliteracy
▪ https://www.isbe.net/Pages/Educator-License-with-Stipulations.aspx

o Related Illinois Administrative Rules --
▪ https://ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/023/02300680sections.html
▪ https://ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/023/023006800000100R.html

o Definitions -- "State Seal" or "Seal" means the State Seal of Biliteracy created by 
Section 2-3.159 of the Code and this Part.

▪ https://ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/023/023006800000200R.html
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MAP Advising

• The annual collection of MAP Advising will 
begin soon

• Colleges will be provided with additional time 
to provide the data

• Watch for an e-message in October that will 
provide more details

5



2023 - 2024 
Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA®)
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2023-2024 FAFSA®

▪Available on October 1, 2022

▪ Paper FAFSA®

• Fillable PDF
• 2023-24 FAFSA colors are yellow for student information and 

purple for parent information
• Will be accepted for proces®sing on October 1, 2022

▪ FAFSA on the Web (FOTW)
• studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
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FAFSA on the Web Home Page
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Changes to the 2023–24 FAFSA®

▪ Due to the FAFSA Simplification Act the following 
changes are being made to the 2023-24 FAFSA. 
▪ Removed question 21 - Are you male or female? 

• This was removed from the FASFA, SAR, SAR Acknowledgement and e-SAR.

▪ Removed question 22 - Selective Service questions and the match 
with the agency.  
• This change also removes the option for a student to register for Selective 

Service. This was removed from the FASFA, SAR, SAR Acknowledgement and 
e-SAR.

▪ Removed question 23 - Drug conviction question. 
▪ This was removed from the FASFA, SAR, SAR Acknowledgement and e-SAR.

▪ These changes will impact the numbering sequence on 
the paper FASFA form.
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Changes to the 2023-24 FAFSA®

▪ Income from work question
▪ Changed wording to read “This information may be found on the W-2 

forms or by adding up the following items IRS 1040-line 1(or IRS form 
1040-NR-line 1a) + Schedule1-lines 3+ 6 Schedule K-1 (IRS form 1065)-
Box 14 Code A.  If a tax form line’s value is negative, treat it as zero in 
your calculation.

▪ Wording for “Child Support Paid and Child Support Received” are 
bolded to hopefully make this clearer to applicants.

▪ Clarified “Untaxed foreign income not earned from work” to read:
▪ “Other untaxed income not reported in items 41a through 41g, such as 

worker’s compensation, disability benefits, and untaxed foreign income 
not earned from work.”
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Changes to the 2023-24 FAFSA®

▪ Homeless questions
▪ The three questions to determine homeless or unaccompanied youth will 

now be renewal eligible on the FAFSA on the Web.  
▪ This allows for answers to be carried forward into the 2023-24 FAFSA.

▪ On FAFSA on the Web under the “Sign and Submit” section
▪ Users will now be asked to provide the student’s gender, race and 

ethnicity prior to submitting the application.  
▪ This will be optional and will only be on the initial application and not on 

any subsequent corrections.

▪ The myStudentAid Mobile application has been disabled
▪ However users will still be able to access their FAFSA application on a 

mobile device by logging into StudentAid.gov on their mobile browser.
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Demographic Survey
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FAFSA Demonstration Site
▪ The demo site can be used to:

▪ Help you increase your understanding of the FAFSA 
▪ Train new staff members or other school departments
▪ Provide orientation to students and parents to the FAFSA

▪ At the demo site, you can:
▪ Complete a sample FAFSA form
▪ Make corrections
▪ Check the status of the application 

▪ The site is intended as a training tool; no data is 
submitted to CPS

▪ Demonstration site URL: https://fafsademo.test.ed.gov
▪ A username and password is not required to access the site.
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fsapartners.ed.gov
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2023-24 FAFSA Verification
▪ The U.S. Department of Education (ED) issued 2023-24 verification 

guidance on July 8, 2022 in Dear Colleague Letter (DCL) GEN-08-07
▪ Provides a list of verification items for applicants selected by ED, as well as 

acceptable documentation and suggested text for each of the items
▪ fsapartners.ed.gov/knowledge-center/library/dear-colleague-letters/2022-07-

08/2023-2024-award-year-fafsa-information-be-verified-and-acceptable-
documentation

▪ Verification Tracking Groups are the same as those for 2023–24

▪ As always, colleges are required to verify anything that is conflicting 
information.

▪ Incarcerated/Confined Students
▪ V4 & V5 will only be required to verify their identity and submit a statement 

of educational purpose.

▪ Also, schools are not required to verify an incarcerated/confined student 
selected for V1.
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▪ As part of the FAFSA Simplification Act incarcerated 
students will regain the ability to receive a Federal Pell 
Grant if enrolled in an eligible Prison Education Program
▪ This is expected to go into effect with the 23-24 FAFSA.

▪ In anticipation of this, an additional paper FAFSA will be 
introduced for 2023-24 with the heading “Incarcerated 
Student” at the top of the form

Pell for Incarcerated Students
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▪ There will be three ways an applicant could be 
identified as incarcerated: 
▪ The FAFSA form is submitted with an address that matches an 

address on ED’s Correctional Facility file
▪ The applicant submits the new paper FAFSA form for 

incarcerated applicants, which is clearly marked with 
“Incarcerated Applicant Form” at the top of the application. 
• The only difference in the regular FAFSA form and the Incarcerated 

FAFSA form is the P.O. Box number where the application is sent. 

▪ An FAA submits an application for incarcerated students and 
sets the Incarcerated Applicant Flag

Pell for Incarcerated Students



2023-24 Alternative Application
for Illinois Financial Aid
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Alternative Application for 
Illinois Financial Aid 

▪ The Alternative Application provides a pathway for students who meet 
eligibility requirements of the Retention of Illinois Students & Equity 
(RISE) Act to apply for the Monetary Award Program (MAP) grant
▪ The RISE Act, which went into effect January 1, 2020, allows undocumented 

students ineligible for federal financial aid to apply for state financial aid.

▪ An Alternative Application is made available for each award year on 
October 1 when a new FAFSA is launched 

▪ The same financial data elements collected on the FAFSA (income and 
assets) are collected on the Alternative Application and an EFC is 
calculated to determine a student’s eligibility for MAP
▪ A 2023-24 Alternative Application will be launched on October 1, 2022
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Alternative Application Process

▪ The Alternative Application is only available as an online application, 
and is not compatible with a mobile device

▪ Students and parents of dependent students must sign the 
application electronically using Personal Identification Numbers 
(PINs) that will be provided by ISAC

▪ Once the application has been signed and submitted, an EFC will be 
used in the MAP Formula in the same way that it is used for FAFSA 
applicants

▪ The EFC, the eligible MAP award amount, and other relevant data 
elements will be provided to colleges as an Alternative Application 
Student Record in GAP Access
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Alternative Application Changes

▪ Failure to register for Selective Service no longer disqualifies an 
applicant from receiving federal student aid and therefore 
eliminates the need for transgender students to apply for financial 
aid under the RISE Act

▪ As a result, with the implementation of the 2023-24 Alternative 
Application, the pre-screening questions for students who may 
identify as transgender will be removed from the application 
process for both 2022-23 and 2023-24

▪ Please note that although Selective Service registration is no longer 
required to qualify for federal student aid, a federal law that applies 
to both citizens and noncitizens requires Selective Service 
registration for those who are under 26 and assigned a male gender 
at birth
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Accessing the Alternative Application

• The Alternative Application can be accessed from ISAC’s home 
page at isac.org

• Navigate to the RISE Act information page using the link in the Featured 
section

• Provides detailed information about eligibility requirements
• isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-planning/retention-of-

illinois-rise-act/

• The Alternative Application is not accessible in ISAC’s Student Portal or on 
the general ISAC Applications page with other ISAC program applications

https://www.isac.org/
https://www.isac.org/students/before-college/financial-aid-planning/retention-of-illinois-rise-act/


Accessing the Alternative Application

• The Alternative 
Application is available in 
English and Spanish

• Resources are available to 
assist with the application 
process



Accessing the Alternative Application





Alternative Application 
Pre-Screening Process

▪ Pre-screening questions at the beginning of the application help 
students determine which application (Alternative Application vs. 
FAFSA) should be completed
▪ An applicant will only need to respond to the Pre-screening questions if it 

is their initial application
▪ Renewal applicants will not see the pre-screening questions
▪ Data provided by applicants in the pre-screening questions is not 

provided to colleges

▪ If an applicant’s answers to the pre-screening questions indicate the 
Alternative Application should not be completed, a message will 
advise them to consult their high school counselor, a financial aid 
professional, or an ISACorps member for assistance in completing 
the FAFSA 
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Alternative Application Process: Pre-Screening Questions



31

Alternative Application Process: Pre-Screening Questions
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Alternative Application Process: Pre-Screening Questions



Alternative Application Process

▪ Creating a Student Profile 
▪ Once a student has completed the pre-

screening process and is determined 
eligible to complete the Alternative 
Application, the student must complete a 
Student Profile

▪ All fields are required
▪ The applicant should make note of the 

data used to create their profile
▪ The e-mail address provided should be

a permanent one that the student
will have regular access to (not one 
used just for high school or college 
purposes)

▪ If the applicant also has an ISAC Student
Portal Account, they will need to use
a different e-mail than the one used for
the Portal

▪ Once the Student Profile is complete, 
ISAC will assign an ISAC ID number 
that is unique to the student
▪ This is a permanent identifier that will

remain the same for a student every year
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Alternative Application Process
▪ Completing the Application

▪ There are seven sections in the application
▪ Sections 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6 are about the student
▪ Section 4 is about the parent
▪ Section 7 is for signatures and certification 

▪ The questions in each section are essentially the same as the 
questions on the FAFSA and help text is provided

▪ Students should answer all questions as accurately as possible
▪ Some fields are optional, but most are required
▪ Messaging will be presented for required fields left blank, and 

answers must be provided before navigating to the next page

▪ A “Save” button allows applicants to save their data and return at a 
later time to finish completing the application 
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Alternative Application or FAFSA?

▪ A student should complete either the FAFSA or the Alternative 
Application, depending on their eligibility and other considerations 
in determining which application to file.  

▪ In general, a student should not complete both applications, 
however, please note the following exceptions: 
▪ If the student filed an Alternative Application, but then becomes eligible 

for federal aid, it would be acceptable to file a FAFSA for the same 
award year. 

▪ If the student filed a FAFSA and it was rejected due to their citizenship 
status, they are encouraged to file an Alternative Application for the 
same award year if they meet all RISE Act eligibility requirements
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Section 1
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Section 2



Alternative Application Process
▪ Signing and Certifying 

▪ Step 7 of the application provides the opportunity to review all the 
data entered
• Students/parents can navigate back to an appropriate section if a 

correction or update is needed at this point

▪ Student signature process
• Applicants will be provided with a review of the RISE Act eligibility 

requirements, followed by the Certification/Affidavit, which is part of 
the RISE Act eligibility requirements

• If the applicant agrees with the statements on the certification page, 
they then click on the Provide Signature button and will be presented 
with a field to enter their PIN
• The student’s PIN is provided by ISAC in an e-mail to the applicant after the 

Student Demographics page has been completed in Section 1 of the 
application 

• The student’s PIN is associated with the ISAC ID Number that is created and 
assigned to the student as part of the application process.
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Alternative Application Process

▪ Signing and Certifying

▪ Parent signature process
• The parent may sign the application after the student has completed 

their signature process either at the same time, or the parent may 
log in to the student’s application at a separate time

• To log in, a parent will need the Student’s ISAC ID number and the 
parent PIN, which will be provided to the parent in an e-mail after 
their e-mail address has been provided on the application

• The field for the parent address is in Section 4, page 1 and is a 
required field
• Once the next button is selected to navigate to page 2 of Section 4, an e-

mail will be sent to the parent from ISAC and it will include the parent PIN
• The student and the parent must have separate e-mails
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Alternative Application Process

▪ Submitting the application

▪ Once all applicable signatures have been provided, the Submit 
button will be enabled

• The Signature Status field must indicate “Signed” for each 
required signature in order for the student to be able to submit 
the application

▪ The application receipt date for MAP will be the date that the 
application is submitted

• An unsigned application is not considered complete and will not 
be assigned an initial receipt date until all applicable signatures 
have been provided

▪ A confirmation screen will be presented upon submission and the 
student applicant will receive a confirmation e-mail from ISAC once 
all required signatures have been provided
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Alternative Application 
Records in GAP Access



Identifying Alternative Application Records

▪ Similar to an ISIR, the Alternative Application Student Record includes 
all application data elements
▪ The order of the data in the file layout follows the order of the ISIR 

and the values are the same, unless otherwise noted​
▪ Available as a text file in Notepad

▪ Using free Notepad++ app provides more user-friendly viewing
▪ Does not include the eligible MAP award amount
▪ Alternative Application Student Record School File Layout document 

provides details about field names​, length of data fields​​, and start 
and end positions​
▪ Located in the Electronic Tools section of the E-Library at isac.org

▪ Creating/uploading Alternative Application Student Record files to 
colleges’ internal systems is not required. 
▪ Relevant student applicant data that is provided in GAP Access may 

be relied on to administer MAP for both FAFSA and Alternative 
Application applicants
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File Layout Documents in E-Library
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MAP System in 
GAP Access
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MAP System in 
GAP Access



2023-24 MAP Start-Up
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▪ The Fiscal Year 2024 (FY24) start-up formula was approved at 
ISAC’s September 22, 2022 Commission meeting

▪ Based on projections; 
assumes level funding

▪ Uses FY22 tuition and fees

▪ Maximum annual award 
amount of $7,200

▪ The approved start-up formula 
is outlined in Item 4 of the 
Commission Meeting Agenda
Book and may also be found 
in the MAP section in the
FAA area of ISAC's website
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2023-24 Priority Deadline Date

▪ Returning MAP recipients who submit their FAFSA by the announced 
priority deadline date will receive priority access to appropriated
MAP funds
▪ Returning recipients are defined as those students who received MAP 

funds during the previous academic year
▪ Applicants must also continue to meet all other MAP eligibility criteria

▪ For the 2023-24 award year, the MAP priority deadline date is 
December 1, 2022
▪ The FAFSA application must be submitted on or before December 1 to be 

considered for priority access to MAP
▪ Applications received on or after December 2 will still be considered for a 

MAP award and processed according to the usual MAP application and 
suspense process
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MAP Start-Up in GAP Access
▪ MAP eligibility information for applicants completing the 2023-24 FAFSA or the 

Alternative Application will be made available to colleges in GAP Access during 
the week of October 10 
▪ Colleges will be notified when the information becomes available

▪ User Guides are available in the FAA area of isac.org to assist you in accessing 
and navigating the MAP system in GAP Access.
▪ isac.org/faas/processes/map-electronic-processing/
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isac.org/gap-access/
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2023-24 MAP Award Notification Language

▪ The 2023-24 award notification language that colleges are required to 
provide to all MAP-eligible enrolled students will be posted soon to the 
MAP section in the FAA area of isac.org, on the MAP Award 
Announcements page.

▪ It is important to note that changes are being made to the fourth 
paragraph of the notification language. 
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ISAC Student Portal Resources
studentportal.isac.org
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ISAC Contact Information
School Services

866-247-2172
isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

ISAC Call Center – Student Services

800-899-4722
isac.studentservices@illinois.gov

*****************************

Kim Eck, Partner & Training Services

217-785-7139
Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov

Sherry Schonauer, Partner & Training Services
Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov

Stephanie Claudio, Partner & Training Services
Stephanie.Claudio@illinois.gov
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Questions/Comments

Thank you for attending today!
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