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2024-25 ECACE Scholarship Program

Program Overview

» The program is intended for those who are currently working or have worked in
early childhood education and are seeking additional credentials and/or a degree

» Must be attending a public or non-profit private 2- or 4-year Gateways-entitled
and Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity member institution as an
undergraduate level student

» The scholarship may be used for any cost of attendance component, such as
tuition, fees, room and board charges or commuter allowances

 Intended to be last payer, after other financial aid has been provided

» Recipients are expected to continue or return to teaching or direct services in the
early childhood care and education field in lllinois after completion of their
program of study

« Applicants are prioritized for awarding based on their Student Aid Index (SAl),
from lowest to highest
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ECACE Scholarship Program

What's New for 2024-25?

« The program is now funded by the State of lllinois rather than with
federal funding

« Appropriation is $5 million for Fiscal Year 2025 (2024-25 award year)
« The maximum annual award amount a student may receive is $7,500

» Graduate students are not eligible for the scholarship

« ECACE will only be available for the regular school year terms (fall,
winter and spring); it will not be available for the summer term
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ECACE Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for the program an applicant must:

o Be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen or meet the undocumented
student criteria of the RISE Act

o Be a member of the incumbent workforce, currently working or have
worked in the early childhood industry (in either a licensed or license-
exempt facility), including home-based child care (e.g., family, friend,
neighbor), center-/community-based care, Preschool for All programs,
school-based preschool settings, and Head Start programs, that serve

children from birth to age 5
- Acceptable positions include teachers, assistant teachers, directors, family child
care providers and assistants
- Applicants be must be able to provide documentation confirming their current
membership in the Gateways to Opportunity® Registry

o Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment on a full- or part-time (at least 3
credit hours) basis at the undergraduate level at an ECACE member
institution
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ECACE Eligibility Criteria

To be eligible for the program an applicant must:

o Be pursuing at least one of the following:

- An Associate of Applied Science degree (or related certificate) in early childhood
education or an associate degree with a concentration in early childhood at an
approved college; or

- A bachelor's degree in early childhood education, with or without a Professional
Educator License

o Maintain satisfactory academic progress as established by the college

o Complete the application process on or before the ISAC-established date in
order to receive priority access to funding

o Be certified as meeting eligibility requirements by the college at which the
scholarship will be used

o Not be in default on any student loan, nor owe a refund on any State or
federal grant
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ECACE Application Process

« When available, the ECACE Application must be completed online through
ISAC'’s Student Portal

« ISAC sends confirmation to the applicant’s e-mail address when the
application has been received

« Applicants must also complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA®) or, if applicable, an Alternative Application for lllinois Financial Aid

for the same academic year as the ECACE application
o The ECACE participating college must be listed on the FAFSA®
o The student must have a valid Student Aid Index (SAl)

Students must reapply each academic year

» Due to limited funding, and the volume of applicants, the 2024-25 ECACE

Application is no longer available
o The 2025-26 application will be made available much earlier than it was able to be
provided for this year
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ECACE Application Process

Required Documentation

« An applicant must:
o Provide a Gateways Registry member ID number and current Registry membership

dates
= Membership must be current to qualify for the scholarship
o Submit an Eligibility Verification Form from the Gateways Registry
= Applicants must download and/or print the form and then upload when completing the
ECACE application

o Provide information about their employment in the early childhood field, using

information from the Gateways to Opportunity Registry
= The Eligibility Verification Form contains members' employment history, with assigned
position codes

« More information about the Verification Form and eligible codes can be found
at: isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/

« To obtain the Verification Form, Registry members enter through the Gateways

Registry Dashboard Login
o If anindividual is not already a member, they can complete their registration on the
site and then obtain their verification form
o Registry website: registry.ilgateways.com/
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https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/
https://registry.ilgateways.com/

ECACE Application Procedure

i: ISAC Resources Toolbox ISACorp: Program Applications & Status Checks Now Playing Login

fNO &

Student Portal

studentportal.isac.org

Apply NOow. Have an account? Log In to make the application
process faster, or create an account for future

EARLY CHILDHOOD ACCESS applications.
CONSORTIUM FOR EQUITY
SCHOLARSHIP PROG loGIN  sionUp

E-mail address
Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity Scholarship Program

Welcome to the Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity (ECACE) Scholarship Program application.
Password
Please read the important information here, and on our website, about the program and how to make sure your application
is completed correctly before it is submitted. Before you start this application, it's a good idea to gather the documents
you will need and complete the required Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA®) to prevent a delay in the
application process. Refer to the Completing the Application and Required Documentation sections below for details. m
Your information will not be saved if you exit the application before completing and submitting it, and you will need to start

over.

Forgot Password?

i F t User ID?
Subscribe for updates orgot User

Get updates about the Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity Scholarship Program and other college-planning

information by subscribing to our Student e-Messaging service.

START APPLICATION
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https://studentportal.isac.org/

*Please Upload your Scholarship Eligibility Verification Form. Allowed formats are (PDF, JPG, JPEG, DOC, DOCX)

* [ Upload File ]
Document Mame Document Type Date Received (MM/DD/YYYY)
Mo Documents Uploaded

*Select lllinois Department of Children and Family Services (DCFS) Facility

("® DCFS Licensed facilities

0 License-exempt facilities ity Nome

Employer Name
T POKO LOKO CHILD CARE CENTEN INC.
POKO LOKO DAY NURSERY SCHOOL \

\'Fac'li:y MName )

Applicants will need to provide
their employer/facility name. R
If the Facility Name is not found, ﬂ
there is an option to enter the
N employer information.
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After Completing the Application ...

» Applicants will receive a confirmation e-mail when the ECACE application has
been received by ISAC

 Different types letters are sent to indicate if the application is
considered timely or untimely, depending on whether it was received at ISAC by
the date for priority access to funding

« |f an applicant needs to make a correction to their application, they will need to
contact ISAC to provide the information

« Applicants must complete and submit both the ECACE application and the
FAFSA (or, if applicable, Alternative Application) on or before the priority
consideration date to be considered timely

« Colleges must certify student eligibility in ISAC’s GAP Access system before
awarding can take place
o This process requires schools to indicate whether or not a student can be considered

for an award based on eligibility criteria that must be confirmed by the school

= For example: satisfactory academic progress, enrolled in an eligible program/degree, not in
default on a student loan
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https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/ECACE-100-App-Received-Timely.pdf
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/ECACE-101-App-Received-Untimely.pdf

ECACE Notification Letters

« Examples of the different letters being sent to students throughout the
process can be found in the ECACE section of the FAA area of isac.org

isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-
Procedures/

Home ' 1540 Eill fesslance Frograms | Cary Childhood Acoess Consoiium = Eoully IECACE) Snolarship Frogram

ECACE Scholarship Progiram
Application Procedures for the Early Childhood Access Consartium

. X Proqram Oservicw
for Equity Scholarship Program

Elgikility Requirsmants
e avai ik eech vean, soplicenls mey soies be 202425 Early Shikdhood Acoss: Corgolivm Application Procedures

far Equily [ECACE) Sdchabarship Proguem inleraclive applicalioe via the Pragram Applicalizre &
Hahs Checks aras of 1he 1SAC Sadent Forlal. The onire appdeatien has uil4r adns 12 prever
arors, and 1540 sonds immediale conflirmatian (o the aopplioont’s eomal addross Sl the apolcation
A5 benn renaned

ECACE Application Ackraradecgmeni

&1 ECACE Scholarship application, g the students collage of racornd, must e submitied for CACE Matica O/
aach popdrmic yrar in waich apnefis ane 4o be use. Apolcants ane alsa required o complete the e Unhmaly
Frap Applizahar sar Fedaral Student ad [RA-S0%0 or Fappizabla, antamaties Spoleshon 1

Hinuis Firenial st (Adkzrialiva Application) ke seme scedaric yeer lhal lhey ane applying for E Mot L Incomnkate
e sehclarshla, Todatarning algiziity for tha serslarship, all ECACE-sarcipaing s collages il

Home o IEAC GNAssslance Programs . Earty Chidhood Acteas Sopacrlium For Equily [ECACE) Schwlarship Program izanifcalion

ECACE Schelarship Program
Early Childhood Access Consartium for Equity Scholarship Program

1 Program Overyicw
Certification
ENgibiity Requirements
Student List Overvieey

Application Procedures
Cerbification Jvendae

Student List Overview

Earty Childnocd Accass Corsorium for Eguiy (ECACE] Scholarshiz Frogram processng takes
pare lhrengh the GAP Access sysiem. The availehify of applicant data (uia he Sludond Lt in fhe
ECALE syslem) prosides a rresns by which this mforealion moy be shaned with colleagues inooter
@ISAC grass of the college who ana working wih prospective and current students. Reports listing ECACE
o il
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https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Certification/

2024-25 ECACE

What's Next? Student Awards

* Once schools have completed the certification process, ISAC will begin the
award determination process

« The first round of awarding will prioritize those who are timely renewals with

the lowest SAls
o Itis likely that only timely renewal applicants with -1,500 SAls will be considered in
the first round of 2024-25 awarding

« Once awarded, students will receive notification from ISAC, schools will be
able to see an annual scholarship award amount in the ECACE system, and
payment processing can begin for the fall term

o The maximum annual award amount of $7,500 is equally divided among terms in

the regular school year
= §3,750 for fall and spring terms at semester schools
= $2,500 for fall, winter and spring terms at quarter schools
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ECACE Q and As

Can a student receive an ECACE Scholarship and an MTI, Golden Apple or SETTW
scholarship in the same academic year?

A student may receive both an ECACE Scholarship and either an MTI, Golden
Apple or SETTW benefit during the same academic year. A student cannot
receive benefits from MTI, Golden Apple and SETTW in the same year. A
student may only receive one of those ISAC teacher programs in an academic
year, and one of those may be combined with an ECACE Scholarship. In those
cases, the ECACE Scholarship is intended to be the last payer after assistance
from the other ISAC program has been provided.

Can a student receive the Gateways Opportunity Scholarship or Chicago Early
Learning Workforce Scholarship concurrent with the ECACE Scholarship?

Receiving additional non-ISAC administered scholarships, institutional aid or
other private forms of assistance will not prevent a student from receiving an
ECACE Scholarship if eligible and awarded.
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ECACE Q & As

Can a student who has just completed their AA/AAS degree continue to receive
an ECACE award to complete their bachelor’s degree?

Yes, this student would still be considered an undergraduate student and
would be eligible to receive an ECACE Scholarship. For 2024-25, eligible
degrees include an AA/AAS and bachelor’'s degree in Early Childhood
Education.

Does the post-baccalaureate exclusion prevent someone with a bachelor’s
degree in a different field from receiving an award if they go back to school to
get an AA/AAS or BA/BS in Early Childhood Education to work in this field (i.e.,
a career-changer)?

No, the post-baccalaureate exclusion does not prevent a student from
applying for the ECACE Scholarship if they are enrolled or accepted for
enrollment in a program that will lead to an AA/AAS or bachelor’'s degree in
Early Childhood Education.
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2024-25 ISAC Program Appropriations

« Monetary Award Program (MAP) - $711,566,200

« Golden Apple Scholars of lllinois — $10,750,000

 Minority Teachers of lllinois (MTI) Scholarship — $8,000,000

« Community Behavioral Health Care Professional Loan Repayment — $7,500,000

« IVG and ING Grant reimbursement — $6,000,000

« Social Work Scholarship/Repayment programs (combined appropriation) — $6,000,000

« Human Services Professional Loan Repayment — $5,250,000

« ECACE Scholarship - $5,000,000 (new state funding)

 Nursing Education Scholarships (NES) — $4,000,000

« lllinois Graduate and Retain Our Workforce (iGROW) Tech Scholarship — $2,000,000
Dependents of Police, Fire or Correctional Officers — $1,300,000

- Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Transition Scholarship — $1,100,000

« lllinois Teachers Loan Repayment — $975,000

« Nurse Educator Loan Repayment — $500,000

« Grant Program for Exonerees — $150,000

« Veterans' Home Medical Providers' Loan Repayment — $26,400

« AIM HIGH Grant — $50,000,000*

* AIM HIGH Program funds are disbursed in lump sums by ISAC to public universities
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ISAC Gift Assistance Programs

« Monetary Award Program (MAP)
o Eligibility is based on financial need
o Covers tuition and mandatory fees at MAP-approved institutions
o 2024-25 maximum annual award is $8,400

o The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and the Alternative
Application for lllinois Financial Aid (for eligible undocumented students)
are the applications for this program

* AIM HIGH Grant
o Awarded to students at the 12 lllinois public universities.

o Eligibility is based on financial need and other requirements established
by each university.

o Provides renewal grant assistance toward a full-time undergraduate
student’s cost of attendance at the university
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ISAC Gift Assistance Programs

« Grant Programs for Dependents of Police, Fire, and
Correctional Officers

o For spouse and children of lllinois Police, Fire or Correctional Officers
killed in the line of duty

o Provides assistance for tuition and mandatory fees
o October 1 application deadline for full-year consideration

 Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Transition Scholarship

o Intended for children of energy workers who lost employment due to
reduced operations or closure of a fossil fuel power plant or coal mine

o Pays tuition and fee costs at public universities or community colleges for
a period equal to one calendar year, including a summer term, for
undergraduate or graduate study

o October 1 application deadline for full-year consideration
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ISAC Teacher Programs

« Minority Teachers of lllinois Scholarship Program
o Encourages academically talented minority students and/or qualified
bilingual minority students to pursue careers as teachers at non-profit
lllinois preschool, elementary and secondary schools
o Maximum award amount is up to $7,500 per year
o Can be used for tuition, fees, room and board or commuter charges

« Golden Apple Scholars of lllinois Scholarship Program
o Encourages academically talented lllinois students, especially minority
students, to pursue teaching careers, at high-need, hard-to-staff schools
o Scholars qualify for up to $2,500 or $5,000, depending on the year in the
program

« Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver Program
o Purpose is to encourage current teachers and academically talented
students to pursue careers in the area of Special Education
o Exempts recipients from the payment of tuition and mandatory fees for up
to four calendar years at any of the public universities in lllinois
o ISAC awards 250 waivers annually
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ISAC's Military Programs

« lllinois National Guard (ING) Grant
o Eligible applicants are exempt from paying eligible tuition and certain fees
o Benefits are available at all lllinois 4-year public universities and public
community colleges
o May be used at the undergraduate and graduatelevels

« lllinois Veteran Grant (IVG)
o Eligible applicants are exempt from paying tuition and mandatory fees
o Benefits are available at all lllinois 4-year public universities and public
community colleges
o May be used at the undergraduate and graduatelevels
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Visit isac.org for More Information

COUNSELORS ELIBRARY FAA'S GAP ACCESS
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Visit isac.org for More Information

isac.org/students/during-college/teaching.html
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Teaching
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Teacher Preparation and Certification
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Addiicnaliy. te llincie Sate Board of Education (ISBE) Division of Educator Licanaurs wabeita
provides the feting recuirements fo be certfied o tesch in Minols, @eting preparetion and other
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Visit isac.org for More Information
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of scholarships, grants, Wilion waivers and ksan repayment programs. AS an apgeaoved particgant in
any of the gt asslstance programs acministered by 1SAC, postaecondary institutions may recetve
funds= on behalf of ellgible students.

Important Reminders

Saptarnber 2024 - Calerdar
Ceinber 2024 — Galendar

The manihly calendars afer al-a-glance rermindens of impanan operational dates ancarming 1he git
asalstance programs. |t does nat replaca the nead 1o sty cumant with individus! "Program kews®
zages for each program. but serves as & SUpplement.

“ZISAC

Displaced Energy Worker Dependent
Trans|ton Snmmrs:hlp Fmgrarn

Earty Childhood Access Consortium
For Equity (ECACE) Scholarship
Program

Geoldan Apple Scholars Of llinois
Program

Grant PFrograms For Dependents OT
Police-Fire-Commectional OfMcers

Grant Program For Exomerees

Higher Education License Plate
(HELP) Program

linols Graduate And Retaln Ouwr
Workforce [IGROW) Tech Scholarship
Prodgra



https://www.isac.org/

ISAC Materials & Resources

isac.org/ordermaterials/order-materials.html

Home Order Matenals

Order Materials

ial
Order Materials Students And Parents

Counselors

By selecling the appropriale link on the righl side of the page - studenls and parents, counselors, Financial Aid Administrators
financlal aid acministrators, or lenders -- you can orcer ISAC materials to meet your specific needs.

Materlals are typically delivered within 10 days from the date an order Is placed online.

Application forms for scholarship and grant programs administered by ISAC are acel  \fiew All Materials Available for Order
the Applications area of this sile, but are not available for order.

[ F241 - A Guide to ISAC Programs and Services (ISAC programs overview) (9/23) s ]
On back order and will be available soon

You will need Acrobat Reader to view spedcial items of the websile in this seclion, IT y

Installed this free software on your computer, it can be downloaded directly from the -

F837 - The Financial Aid Process (Paying for College) (English) (11/23)
F3794 - The Financial Aid Process (Paying for College) (Spanish) (8/22) s

800.899 ISAC (4722) On back order and will be available soon
F240 - The 4 Steps to College Checklist (English) (9/23) s

e- Messaging F3369 - The 4 Steps to College Checklist (Spanish) (6/24) s
F3737 - Student Portal Postcard (9/23) P2

Get the latest news & updates from ISAC

F3829 - ISAC College Q & A Card (English/Spanish) (10/23) 2

. On back order and will be available soon
Order ISAC Materials
F3786 - What's Needed for FAFSA/AIt App Postcard (English/Spanish) (9/23)

-

App| ications F3753 - What's Next FAFSA/College Application Postcard (9/23) s

-

F3807 - FGSN Postcard (9/23)

Self-Serve Print Materials

-
F3829 - ISAC College Q & A Card (English/Spanish) (10/23) ~.
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N I
ISAC Materials & Resources

isac.org/e-library/documents/applications-forms-and-
brochures/F241_ISAC_Programs_and_Services_Guide.pdf?v2

Monetary Award Program (MAP) llinois Veteran Grant (IVG)

Wha's Eligibde: lllinis undergraduates st approved lllingis public and Wha's Eligiale: lllinois veterans (including llinos
A G U | D E TO private 2- and 4year colleges, hosgital schools, and other degres Mational Guard and Ammed Forces Resene

granting institubons. Elighility i= based on financial meed. Apply mernbers] with &t least one year of federal active-
lSAC PROG RAM S as early a5 possible using the Free Agplication for Federal Student diuty gervice in the UE Anmed Farces, at Iinots

Aid (FAFSAT], or, if you are a qualifying undocumented student, the public 2- and &-year colleges.

& S ERVI C ES Ahtemative Application for llnoiz Firancial Aid Amouml: Tuition and mandatary fees

Amount: Tustion and fees, up to $8400 per year

Grant Programs for Dependents of Police/
AIM HIGH Grant Fire/Correctional Officers

Wh's Eligible: lllingis undengraduate students at the 12 linois Whis Eligible: Spowse and children of lllincls Pdica,
public uriversities. Sligibility is bazsed on francial nesd and other Fire, or Comectioral Officers killed or disabled i the
recuirerments established by each universily. Centact the fnancial Ine of duty, at approved Flinos public end prevats
aid cdfice of the university you plan 1o sttend lo learn about any degres-granting instiutons.

ackfEticnal berelits and requirerments Amount: Tuition and rmandatary fees

Amount: Renewable grants lowards the costs aessociated with

atlendance Grant Program for Exonerees
Wha's Flinikda: lllinnes reaidard= msued & pardon on the
inole Nati acevved a certificate
Illinols National G | wynoriey Teachers of iilinols (MTI) ilinols Special Education [ at e publ
Who's Elgible: Currery | Scholarship® Teacher Tuition Waiver leges
rrermbers with 2t lea (SETTW)* B

Who's Eligible: Minority <tudents at llirois i
4 (fees and/or costs

mernbers, 1 lllineis p pubic and pravate 2- ard 4-yvar coleges, Wha's Eigblec lllinoss students
Amaunt: Tuwition and o universiles, and other degreagranting putsung Iritial cartification as f 5E|'ECI|E‘E|IJI‘|'-E|E1'IE}'
Institutions, who plan o bacome spec al education leachers at lllnois
AS TH E teachers at certan incis publc and pudlc 4-yrar universtes

nongrofit pevate or perochial preschood,

Ameunt; Walves tuiticn and
elermentary, and secondary schools

mandaory lees

STATE'S COLLEGE
ACCESS AND FINANCIAL
AID AGENCY

Amount: Tuttion and fees and room ard
board up 10 $7,500 per yeer

Nursing Education
Scholarships (NES)*

Who's Elgible: lllinos nursing
students at epproved oclleges
pursung vaned cetificales,
Who's Eligible: Licensad lllinoie social diplomas, or degrees

warkers with masier’s degrees i soced
work seeking an lllnos Professicnal
Educater Licensz with an Endersement in
Schoal Socal Wark at llinns pubin 4-year
univers ties offering aporopnate course of

“ZISAC s .
e Amount: Tultion and mendatory fees

Post-Master of Social Work School
Social Work Professional Educator
License Scholarship*

Amount: Tuition, mandatory fees,
and bving expenses



https://www.isac.org/e-library/documents/applications-forms-and-brochures/F241_ISAC_Programs_and_Services_Guide.pdf?v2
https://www.isac.org/e-library/documents/applications-forms-and-brochures/F241_ISAC_Programs_and_Services_Guide.pdf?v2

Other ISAC Resources
ISAC Student Portal

o studentportal.isac.org

ﬁ,? ISAC Resowrces  Foolboe  15ACorps  Pverds  Program Applications B Stohus Checks Mow Playing  Login
Student Partal

F % E'l & ﬁlﬁﬂg Resourees:  loolbox  [SACorps  Fvenls  Program Applicslions & Stalus Chescks Now Playing  Login

COLI.EEGE PLANNING et fF WO &

FaFsa®
Get money for the

coffepe
Planining for college T whelming, bt Hat's rgxmrm

it’s a lot easier with the right tools just a click away. And o ! . : : RESOURCES
n better when those tools are tre: the 1SAC £ |

bout

crs, find schodarship

learn how o

Resources a.pplly met?lrm

Future

Partners and tools that we thind vill helpyou out

(e ) Sontormarty Cppes Chimyous s

Get a jump on college planning and find the colleges Play Clalm Youwr Future®-- a game that encourages
you waant and the scholarships you need, Use Appily to explaration of education and training after high school,
- et matched with possible scholarships, bo compare future careers, and money management,

ol
: ®n= First fsl
\, Q:’f - £ m colleges, and to figure out vour chances of admission at
Q applly &'.!."“:“}“I Generation (&nescﬂ nterest tovow )

| 2= Scholars
7 Network



https://studentportal.isac.org/web/guest/student

Other State Resources

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
o www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA
o https://dceo.illinois.gov/workforcedevelopment.html

« =2 2 Mm = hittpsySeeviillineisworknet.comWICS, a ] ﬂ
B 2 . wona . T
l"‘ 2 i il | {= : i -I :L ':
Lagi SignUp WORKS Sear E=pariol artners
LLINDOIES
Aner Eardobie

Hinois o
Waorkforee ) -
.'I“.jrl'nrr!'sfu:p ILLINGIS ILLIN.' DIE\ ) . Dcm o
— WORKFORCE s WO rlcNet d & """'“""“ S
— INNOVATION WORK S : CENTER S e T
IWP : BOARD ePOLICY americanjobcenter P ————

Workforce [llincis Workforce Career, Training, And Economic Development & | Adult Basic Skills

Innowvation Areas Innovation Board Employment Services Waorkforce Services

WIOA Works lllinois Events

This senves as 3 public notice of mestings.
WICA Warks lllinois is an online resource that assists business and industry leaders, policymakers, '
community organizations, and werkforce professionals in achieving success under the Waorktorce
Innavation and dppartunity Act (WI0A). This ste will keep you up-to-date on stare palicies and
ﬁ programs, highlight local innovation by sharing best practices and success stories, and outline
specfic policles 1o ensure a sklled warkforce for our stare's employers.

Accoss logistics and matcrials with the cvent



http://www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA
https://dceo.illinois.gov/workforcedevelopment.html

]
Other State Resources

lllinois Department of Employment Security (IDES)
ides.illinois.gov/

www.illinoisworknet.com/
www.illinoisworknet.com/Training/Pages/TrainingGuide.aspx
https://portal.il.cis360.org/

(@)
(@)
(@)
(@)

Find a Career

1DES can help you find your next career. Visit linaisJeblink.com
tcday to search ~00,0CC+ jobs. fyou've applizd for unemployment

herelits, vew already bave ar linoislobink cnm acorant!

ILLINOISJOBLINK.COM >

ILLINOIS CAREER INFORMATION SYSTEM >

JOBS & WORKFORCE »

i EPATNE R AT SO i St g i oo et o el s s, nrmentd ared el b s i D g Iy T N e e,

ILLINOIS WORKNET >

VETERAN SERVICES »
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https://ides.illinois.gov/
http://www.illinoisworknet.com/
http://www.illinoisworknet.com/Training/Pages/TrainingGuide.aspx
https://portal.il.cis360.org/

.
veterans.illinois.gov/services-benefits/education

% hups/Nveteransillinois.gov/services-benefits/education.html

ILLONOIS v

IDRFA veTerans arrairs

Q

O s Qs

Directar larry Prinee & enghsh >
Search Q

University of lllinois Children of Veterans Scholarship

Each county inthe state shall be entitled, annually, to one honorary scholarship at the University
of inois, for the benefit of children of veterans of WWI, WWII, Karean War.

Veteran Coordinaters at Public Universities and Colleges in Illinois

Home Semnicos/Henelits Programs  Vieteran Seevice Officers. About tls Welerars Accountability it women Velerns
Ucpsertment of Velerans . > Sovices/llerefits > Lducatan
Services/Benefits d
Benefits
Credit for Military Learning
Education
Emnlaumant Bacairras
fi | Deceased, Disabled, and MIA/POW Veterans Dependents Educationa
Opportunity Grant (Age: 10-18)
Fi
lingis annually provides a 1250 grant for each child betwean the ages of 10-18 o
Y are either MIA, a POW, died while on active duty, 100% disabled due to service ca

disahbilities or died as a result of a service connected diszhbilities.

Deceased, Disabled, and MIA/POW Veterans' Dependents Scholarship

The State of lllingis provides an education scholarsnip far the dependents of veter
gither MIA, a POW, died while an active duty, 100% disabled due to service conne
disabilities or died as a result af a service connected disabilitiss

Weteran Coardinators are tasked to be the central point of cantact for all veterans, senvice
members, and dependents at universities and colleges Veteran applicants and student veterans
are encauraged to contact these staff to leam about eligibility.

VA Work Study Locations -- IDVA

The lllinois Department of Veterans' Affairs provides VA work-study opportunities at its
numeraus offices throughowt lllinais.

State Approving Agency G.l. Bill®

The State Approving Agency (544) approves college and nen-college degree prag
nal flight training, apprenticeships and other on-the-job training

)=

Get Academic Credit for Military Training

Making Military Training Count The Office of the Governor and the lllinais Department of
Weterans Affairs, in cooperation with the lllinois Community College Board, several community
calleges




Federal Financial Aid Programs

 U.S. Department of Education (ED), Title IV Federal Student Aid" (FSA)

o Pell Grant
= 2024-25 maximum award amount is $7,395
= Available to children of certain deceased military servicemembers or public
safety officers

o Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant (SEOG)

o Teacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education
(TEACH) Grant

o William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program

o Work Study

« U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)

Chapter 30 — Montgomery Gl Bill-Active Duty

Chapter 31 -- Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E)
Chapter 32 — Veterans’ Education Assistance Program (VEAP)
Chapter 33 -- Post-9/11 Gl Bill

Chapter 35 -- Dependents Educational Assistance

Chapter 1606 -- Montgomery Gl Bill - Selected Reserve

“ZISAC “
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Studentaid.gov
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va.gov/education/about-gi-bill-benefits/

et
ns Al

Q, Search v Contact us Sign in

VA Benefits and Health Care v About VA v Find a VA Location

e Education and
training

Get benefits -

l About GI Bill benefits

Post-5/11 GI Bill [Chapter 23)
Mentgomery G Bill Aotive
Diity (MGIS An)
Meontgomery Gl Bl Selected
Rezwerow IMCID-SR]

Hevae to iz yaler GIERIN

benefits

Chzititily
Haon =o appiy
A

ANler wou 2pply

Veteran Readiness and

F ‘npl.’,:,v',’h'r'{ {hapter 3]

“ZISAC

About GI Bill benefits

GI Bill benefits help you pay for school and cover ex)
training for a job. Since 1944, the GI Bill has helped (
and their family members get money to cover all or
school or training. Learn more about GI Bill benefits
how to apply for them.

If you applied for and were awarded Post-9/11 GI Bil
your GI Bill Statement of Benefits will show you how
benefits you've used and how much you have left to

Review your GI Bill Statement of Benefits

The GI Bill Comparison Tool can help you explore yo
accredited representative can help you apply for edu

[ Use the GI Bill Comparison Tool Apply for education benefits ]

Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits

Post-9/11 GI1 Bill

If you need help paying for school or covering expenses while you're training for a job and you've
served on active duty after September 10, 2001, find out if you can get education benefits through
the Post-9/11 Gl Bill.

Transfer your Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits to your spouse and dependents

If you have unused Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits, find out if you can transfer your benefits to your

spouse or dependent children.

Benefit rates and ways you can use your benefits

Rates

Learn more about education benefit rates for tuition and books for qualifying Veterans and their

family members.

Foreign programs

If you plan to study at a foreign school, find out how you can use VA benefits to cover your tuition
and fees.

Undergraduate and graduate degrees from institutions of higher learning

If you're looking to earn an undergraduate or graduate degree, find out if you can get VA benefits to

help pay for courses.



ISAC's Student Engagement &
Support Services

For inquiries from students, parents, and the
general public

Phone: 800-899-ISAC (4722)
Fax: 847-831-8549
E-mail: isac.studentservices@illinois.gov
Spanish-speaking counselors are available
8a.m.-430p.m.CT

“ZISAC &



ISAC’s Partner Services Department

 Provides training, program information, policy guidance and
support to schools and other ISAC partners

 Partners with ILASFAA and other professional organizations

* Responds to school inquiries, both colleges and high schools

Phone: 866-247-2172
Fax: 847-831-8549
E-mail: isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

Partner Services Staff
Stephanie Claudio, Stephanie.Claudio@illinois.gov
Kim Eck, Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov
Daniela Rios, Daniela.Rios@illinois.gov
Sherry Schonauer, Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov

“ZISAC “
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Questions
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"*Gateways Scholarship Program

LA GATEWAYS TO OPPORTUNITY® van. 8%,

D D lllinois Professional Development System mccrra.:_m._;

[
)
ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT
OF HUMAN SERVICES

DIVISION OF
EARLY CHILDHOOD




. Helps pay for...

Gateways Credential

Associate, bachelor’s or master’s degrees in early childhood and/or Child
Development

Courses toward a Professional Educator License with an endorsement in Early
Childhood,

Courses toward an ESL/Bilingual endorsement
Courses to advance on the Great START wage supplement scale

Who can apply?

In IDCFS licensed programs: Family Child Care Provider, Family Child Care Assistant,
Group Home Provider, Group Home Assistant, Director, Assistant Director, Teacher,
Assistant Teacher, School-Age Teacher, School-Age Assistant

In an ISBE Funded Preschool for All (PFA) program that operates for a minimum of
nine months per year: Teacher or Teacher's Aide.



* [llinois Department of Children and Family Services
(IDCFS) Licensed Program

* Working in a full day, full year DCFS licensed childcare program.

* Afull day, full year program is one that operates 47 weeks per year, serving children 8 hours per
day.

* Working a minimum of 15 hours per week

* Working at CURRENT place of employment for minimum of one year (or 90
days if you work for a program holding an ExceleRate lllinois Circle of Quality)

* Meeting wage requirements

* [llinois State Board of Education (ISBE) Funded PFA

* Working in current program for one full school year
* Working a minimum of 15 hours per week
* Meeting wage requirements



How much will Gateways Scholarship pay?

% of Tuition Gateways Scholarship Applicant Responsibility to College Hourly Wage
Program Would Pay or University

100% 0% up to $4.25 over Illinois State
Minimum Wage

$4.26 to $7.00 over ILlinois State

Minimum Wage

$7.01 to $10.00 over Illinois State
Minimum Wage

$10.01 to $13.00 over Illinois State
Minimum Wage

$13.01 to $16.00 over Illinois State

Minimum Wage

Gateways Scholarship Program will not pay out of district costs.

Scale based on a 40-hour work week.

Minimum Gross Yearly Wage  Gross Yearly Wage Gross Yearly Wage ] W Gross Yearly Wage Range
wage a ) a 4.26-57.00 3 .01 -+510.00 3 +510.01- 5 ) +513.01-516.00

1 C ed 90% covered 80% covered % covered 60% covered
$14.00-518.25 $18.26-521.00 $21.01-524.00 $24.01-527.00 $27.01-$30.00

$37,960 $37,980.80- $43,680.00 $43,700.8 - $49,920.0 $49,940.80 - $56,160.00 $56,180.80 - $62,400.00
$15.00-$19.25 $19.26-522.00 $22.01-525.00 $25.01-528.00 $28.01-531.00

$40,040 $40,060.80-545,760.00 $45,780.80 -552,000.00 $52,020.80 -558,240.00 $58,260.80 - $64,480.00

The Gateways Scholarship will assist with up to 5 courses in a contract period OR a maximum of 15
semester/23 quarter hours in a contract period (for courses outside of the typical course length).




Application Process

Application information for the Gateways
Scholarship Program is on the Gateways to
Opportunity website (www.ilgateways.com).

 Complete and submit the application.

» Refer to the application checklist for additional
documentation to submit.



http://www.ilgateways.com/

Work Commitment

Gateways Scholarship recipients must make a
commitment to work in the field of early care and
education.

* 6 months per coursework contract
* 1 vyear for completing a degree, certificate, or
endorsement



Gateways Scholarship Program FAQs

AND

Gateways Scholarship Work
Commitment FAQs




Participating Institutions

For a full list, please visit our website and go to the Participating Colleges &
Universities page. All two-year and most four-year lllinois schools that offer degrees in
early childhood education are partnering institutions.



Website:
www.ilgateways.com

Email:
scholarship@ilgateways.com



http://www.ilgateways.com/
mailto:scholarship@ilgateways.com
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WORKFORCE
SCHOLARSHIP

Advance Your Career in
Early Childhood Education!’

Are you interested in either becoming an ECE
professional or advancing in your career as an ECE
professional at no cost?

This scholarship covers 100% of your
tuition and up to $250 per course in books
to support your pursuit of a college degree, credential,
endorsement, or ECE licensure.

The Workforce Scholarship application window opens in January

How can you
benefit from
the Workforce
Scholarship?

- 100% Tuition Covered + Money for Books
+ 11 Scholarship Advising

+ Ongoing Support through Program Completion
+ Community Building + Networking

- Basic & Advanced Professional Certificates
+ Associate’s Degree

+ Bachelor's Degree

- Professional Educator’s License

+ Coursework to earn:
Endorsement | Gateways Credentials

Get matched with
the right higher
education program
to meet you where
you're at in your
ECE path:

Who's Eligible
for the
Workforce
Scholarship?

-« Current Chicago Early Learning staff
- Chicago residents interested in becoming early
childhood educators

The Workforce Scholarship isn't just for preschool teachers! It's for all ECE professionals and
anyone who lives in Chicago who wants to enter the ECE workforce.

Don't delay! Scholarships are awarded on a first-come basis.

Learn more and apply at
ChicagoEarlyLearning.org/Scholarships

[ W1 cricaco eanuy Learning

WORKFORCE

SCHOLARSHIP

iAvance su carrera en la

Educacion Temprana!

¢Esté interesado en convertirse en un profesional de ECE
(Educacién Temprana) o avanzar su carrera como profesional
de ECE (Educacién Temprana) sin costo alguno?

Esta beca cubre el 100% de su matricula y hasta
$250 por curso en libros para apoyar su busqueda de
un titulo universitario, credencial, aprobacién o licencia

ECE (Educacién Temprana).

La ventana de la solicitud de becas Workforce se abre en enero

- 100% de matricula cubierta + dinero para libros
« Asesoramiento personalizado 1:1

- Apoyo continuo hasta la finalizacién del programa
« Cultura de convivencia + interconexién profesional

¢Cémo puede
beneficiarse de la
Beca Workforce?

Emparejamiento
con el programa
académico mas
adecuado para su
camino en la
carrera de ECE:

« Certificados profesionales basicos y avanzados
- Titulo Asociado

- Titulo Universitario / Licenciatura

« Licencia de educador profesional

- Trabajo de curso:

Aprobaciones | Credenciales de Gateways

¢Quién es
elegible para la
beca Workforce?

- Personal actual de Chicago Early Learning
« Residentes de Chicago interesados en convertirse en
educadores de la primera infancia

jLa Beca Workforce no es solo para maestros preescolares! Es para todos los profesionales de
ECE y cualquier persona que viva en Chicago y quiera ingresar a la fuerza laboral de ECE.

iNo se demore! Las becas se otorgan en orden de llegada.

Inférmate y aplica en
ChicagoEarlyLearning.org/Scholarships



City agencies collaborated to launch the Chicago Early Learning Workforce Scholarship (CELVVS) initiative in 2018.

HARRY § TRUMAN COLLEGE » 4 Chicago - nFss
CITY COLLEGES OF CHICAGO i Public
Schools Debsoan of poy
CELWS aims to support Chicagoans and the current Chicago Early Learning workforce as they pursue coursework to earn a
credential, degree, endorsement, or licensure to work with young children (birth through Pre-k) and families in Chicago Early
Learning programs.

The scholarship serves an important role in Chicago’s efforts to expand access to early learning across the city and build a
more robust workforce that can help Chicago expand high quality early learning programs.

CELWS provides recipients with meaningful career pathways through partnerships with Institutions of Higher Education, which
also offer students personalized supports as they navigate their desired course of study.


http://www.ccc.edu/colleges/truman

CHICAGO EARLY LEARNING

WORKFORCE
SCHOLARSHIP

How to Apply: Mid-January to February, applications can be
completed on the Chicago Early Learning website. Once

complete, the applicant will receive follow-up from Screening
team (INCCRRA).

Amount: The scholarship will serve as a “last dollar”
scholarship, meaning it will cover everything that students’
federal grants and other scholarships do not cover.

= Tuition & eligible fees at 100%
= Books up to $250/course

3-year work commitment: Chicago Early Learning Workforce
Scholarship recipients must commit to work in a Chicago
Early Learning (CEL) Program (Community-based
organization or CPS birth through Pre-K program) for a
minimum of three years after completion of their degree or
approved academic program.



WHY CELWS!?

FROM CHICAGO FOR ECE RECRUITMENT & SERVES COMPREHENSIVE
CHICAGO RETENTION STRATEGY EARLY CHILDHOOD FIELD

. CITY COLLEGES
h’"m_ - * CHI - * nFss M (Ezg'rcl;\ CL(gcxrning M gﬁigdsgo cu,.:n:YHsl :n::dgN COLLEGE
Support Servoes

SCHOLARSHIP :“"""""I CITY COUEGES OF CHICAGD



FOR CHICAGO’S ECE FIELD

Are you a If not, do you
resident of mmd Work in a Chicago
Chicago!? Early program!?




FOR THEWHOLE ECE FIELD

Early Learning profession: Prenatal to Pre-K

Teachers

(in-classroom)

Home Visitors

Family Support
Roles

Administrators




Chicago Public Schools (CPS) programs

Age Group: 3 and 4

Many CPS elementary schools offer early
learning programs as a part of their
services.

Az

Community Early Learning programs

Age Group: Birth to 4

Neighborhood locations provide early
childhood education and infant
and toddler care. Hours vary by

site.

=

Home visiting programs
Age Group: Prenatal/Birth to 3

Certified coaches provide early care and
consulting in the family's home.

()
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CITY COLLEGES
OF CHICAGO

Associate
Degrees

Basic &
Advanced
Certificates

Endorsements

Coursework

» GC leveling

up
»  4-yr Transfer

Child
Development
Human Dev. &
Family Studies

Social Work

Bachelor’s

Degrees
(W/ or w/out
Licensure)

Coursework
»> GC leveling
up

Early Childhood
Education
Applied
Education Studies
Infant/Toddler
Studies

-

ROOSEVELT
UNIVERSITY

Bachelor’s

Degrees
(w/ or w/out
Licensure)

Early Childhood
Education

e

UNIVERSITY OF

ILLINOIS CHICAGO

Alternative
Licensure
Program

(Post-Bach)




Convenient Locations ™

With locations across the city there is a wide range of
class times: Morning, Evening,Weekend, Zoom.

COLLEGES

000000

Richard J. Daley College
7500 South Pulaski Road

Kennedy-King College
6301 South Halsted Street

Malcolm X College
1900 West Jackson Boulevard

Olive-Harvey College
10001 South Woodlawn Avenue

Harry S Truman College
1145 West Wilson Avenue

Harold Washington College
30 East Lake Street

SATELLITES

o Arturo Velasquez Institute o
2800 South Western Avenue T

O Dawson Technical Institute
3901 South State Street

O West Side Learning Center
4624 West Madison Street

O South Chicago Learning Center
3055 East 92 Street

« CHILD DEVELOPMENT: Offered across all campuses, with -
exception of Wright College
* SOCIAL WORK: Kennedy-King College
« HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & FAMILY STUDIES: Truman
College
crecoPQOST-PEL ENDORSEMENTS: Truman College

54



Sos

I: | Scholarship Advising

Early Childhood expertise
Navigation of college/university
Liaison to services at college/university
Ensure good academic standing

Holistic approach

o

[e ]

Comprehensive Fiscal
Supports
AA/AAS—>BA Transfer Scholarships

Alternative Licensure = ESL/Bilingual
Endorsement Scholarships

Content exam fee coverage

Transcript fee coverage upon
graduation/completion

9o
N

Community-building: Access
to other Scholars
Onboarding
IHE orientations
CELWS Connects sessions
Networking events

Careerljob fairs



Q:When do | apply for a Chicago Early Learning Workforce Scholarship?

A: Applications open in mid-January every year
Q: How long may | participate in the Chicago Early Learning Workforce Scholarship program?

A: CELWS will support awardees through Academic program/Degree attainment, contingent on funding, as long
as students meet following requirements:

= Maintain Good Standing and Continued Enrollment at your selected college/university
= Earn a GPA of 2.0 or higher

= Commit to work in a birth through Pre-K Chicago Early Learning Program (community-based organization or Chicago

Public School) for three years after completion of the academic program or degree
Q: How many credits can | be registered for?

A: Maximum of |5 semester hours or 23 quarter hours per term



NEXT STEPS

CELWS APPLICATION OPENING




LET’S REVIEW

Are you a resident of If not, do you work in a
Chicago? Chicago Early program?

Can you begin classes
during 2025-26
Academic year?

Can you complete 3-

Are you interested in
year service one of the
commitment in a CEL [ degree/academic
program upon pathways CELWS
supports?

graduation/completion?

Complete CELWS
application- OPENS
JANUARY 2025




The Workforce Scholarship application is officially opd .

‘ RESOURCES CONNECT EVERY CHILD READY CHICAGO FAMILY RESOURCE CENTERS & SELECT LANGUAGE v Q

f CHICAGO
W Early Learning
Scholarships

How To Apply Programs Locations Community-Based FA bout
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Advance Your Career in Early Childhood Education

Do you want to advance in your career as an early childhood educator, or become an early childhood
professional? Apply for the Chicago Early Learning Workforce Scholarship for the 2024-2025
academic year!

The Workforce Scholarship application is NOW OPEN.




sl VVhat will | need for the CELWS application?

» Gateways Registry ID- If you do not have one, you should apply for one at
https://registry.ilgateways.com

What questions can | expect on CELWVS application?

* Program/Degree seeking?
* Type/concentration of degree!?

mmmmnl VVhat will | need once application is verified?

* A copy of your Professional Development Record (PDR) if available
» Official transcripts once you are verified and matched with a college/university



https://registry.ilgateways.com/component/wsuser/login




THANK YOUI!

I >k CHICAGO

CHICAGO EARLY LEARNING

WORKFORCE BERfAhIvranad
SCHOLARSHIP inccrra .

©
scholarships@chilearn.org 0%..w® =
Sandy De Leon, Executive Director @ UNIVERSITY OF Q ROOSEVELT
Guadalupe Valdivia, Director ILLINOIS CHICAGO UNIVERSITY


mailto:scholarships@chilearn.org

QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

?9???(7?

Thank you for attending today!
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