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Agenda

• Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity 
Scholarship (ECACE) Program

• Other State and Federal Aid Programs

• Illinois Network of Child Care Resource and Referral 
Agencies (INCCRRA)
o Gateways Scholarship Program

• Chicago Early Learning Workforce Scholarship (CELWS)

• Questions
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ECACE Scholarship Program

What’s New for 2024-25?

• The program is now funded by the State of Illinois rather than with 
federal funding

• Appropriation is $5 million for Fiscal Year 2025 (2024-25 award year)

• The maximum annual award amount a student may receive is $7,500

• Graduate students are not eligible for the scholarship

• ECACE will not be available for the summer term
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2024-25 ECACE Scholarship Program

What has stayed the same?

• The program is intended for those who are currently working or have worked in 
early childhood education and are seeking additional credentials and degrees

• Must be attending a public or non-profit private 2- or 4-year Gateways-entitled 
and Early Childhood Access Consortium for Equity member institution 

• The scholarship may be used for any cost of attendance component

• Intended to be last payer, after other financial aid has been provided

• Recipients are expected to continue or return to teaching or direct services in the 
early childhood care and education field in Illinois after completion of their 
program of study

• Applicants are prioritized for awarding based on their Student Aid Index (SAI), 
from lowest to highest



ECACE Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for the program an applicant must:

o Be a U.S. citizen or an eligible noncitizen or meet the undocumented 
student criteria of the RISE Act

o Be a member of the incumbent workforce, currently working or have 
worked in the early childhood industry (in either a licensed or license-
exempt facility), including home-based child care (e.g., family, friend, 
neighbor), center-/community-based care, Preschool for All programs, 
school-based preschool settings, and Head Start programs, that serve 
children from birth to age 5 

• Acceptable positions include teachers, assistant teachers, directors, family 
child care providers and assistants

• Applicants be must be able to provide documentation confirming their current 
membership in the Gateways to Opportunity® Registry

o Be enrolled or accepted for enrollment on a full- or part-time (at least 3 
credit hours) basis at the undergraduate level at an ECACE member 
institution 
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ECACE Eligibility Criteria
To be eligible for the program an applicant must:

o Be pursuing at least one of the following:
• An Associate of Applied Science degree (or related certificate) in early childhood 

education or an associate degree with a concentration in early childhood at an 
approved college; or

• A bachelor's degree in early childhood education, with or without a Professional 
Educator License

o Maintain satisfactory academic progress as established by the college

o Complete the application process on or before the ISAC-established date in 
order to receive priority access to funding 

o Be certified as meeting eligibility requirements by the college at which the 
scholarship will be used

o Not be in default on any student loan, nor owe a refund on any State or 
federal grant
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ECACE Application Process

• When available, the ECACE Application must be completed online through 
ISAC’s Student Portal

• ISAC sends confirmation to the applicant’s e-mail address when the 
application has been received

• Applicants must also complete a Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA®) or, if applicable, an Alternative Application for Illinois Financial Aid 
for the same academic year as the ECACE application
o The ECACE participating college must be listed on the FAFSA®

o The student must have a valid Student Aid Index (SAI)

• Students must reapply each academic year

• Due to limited funding, and the volume of applicants, the 2024-25 ECACE 
Application is no longer available
o The 2025-26 application will be made available much earlier than it was able to be 

provided for this year



ECACE Application Process
Required Documentation

• An applicant must: 
o Provide a Gateways Registry member ID number and current Registry membership 

dates 
▪ Membership must be current to qualify for the scholarship

o Submit an Eligibility Verification Form from the Gateways Registry
▪ Applicants must download and/or print the form and then upload when completing the 

ECACE application

o Provide information about their employment in the early childhood field, using 
information from the Gateways to Opportunity Registry 
▪ The Eligibility Verification Form contains members' employment history, with assigned 

position codes

• More information about the Verification Form and eligible codes can be found 
at: isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/ 

• To obtain the Verification Form, Registry members enter through the Gateways 
Registry Dashboard Login
o If an individual is not already a member, they can complete their registration on the 

site and then obtain their verification form
o Registry website: registry.ilgateways.com/  

https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/
https://registry.ilgateways.com/


ECACE Application Procedure

studentportal.isac.org

https://studentportal.isac.org/


This information can be found on 
the applicants Gateways Registry 

account and on their ECACE 
Eligibility Verification Form 
obtained from the Registry.

Applicants cannot proceed 
through the ECACE Scholarship 
application without the required 
Gateways Registry information. 



Applicants will need to provide 
their employer/facility name. 

If the Facility Name is not found, 
there is an option to enter the 

employer information.



After Completing the Application …
• Applicants will receive a confirmation e-mail when the ECACE application has 

been received by ISAC

• Different types letters are sent to indicate if the application is 
considered timely or untimely, depending on whether it was received at ISAC by 
the date for priority access to funding

• If an applicant needs to make a correction to their application, they will need to 
contact ISAC to provide the information

• Applicants must complete and submit both the ECACE application and the 
FAFSA (or, if applicable, Alternative Application) on or before the priority 
consideration date to be considered timely

https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/ECACE-100-App-Received-Timely.pdf
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/pdf/ECACE-101-App-Received-Untimely.pdf


ECACE Notification Letters
• Examples of the different letters being sent to students throughout the 

process can be found in the ECACE section of the FAA area of isac.org
isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-
Procedures/

isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Certification/

https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Application-Procedures/
https://www.isac.org/isac-gift-assistance-programs/ECACE-scholarship/Certification/


ECACE Notification Letters

Timely Application 
Notification Letter 

Untimely Application 
Notification Letter 



2024-25 ECACE Student List Eligibility: View Screen
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• The Student List Eligibility: View screen in the ECACE system displays the list 
of eligible applicants who listed your school on their application as the college 
they plan to attend and whose applications have been reviewed by ISAC staff 
for completeness

• Students were able to select a different school for each term, and they were able to 
leave the school selection blank for one term

• In addition to applicant data, this screen includes the application received date 
and applicant category, and will include the annual award amount and award 
date once awarding has taken place

You can view additional 
information on the applicant’s 
Student Detail screen by selecting 
the magnifying glass icon



ECACE Certification Process
• Some changes have been made to ECACE processing for 2024-25 to better 

align it with our other programs

• Schools must now complete a Certification process in the ECACE system in 
GAP Access  (similar to what is done for the Minority Teachers of Illinois 
Scholarship program) before awarding can be done
o Due to limited funding, we can no longer follow the “prequalification process” that 

has been used the last three years to continuously award to students throughout 
the year

• Colleges must complete Certification for each student on their Certification 
List in order for the student to be considered for an award.

• Only records that need to be certified display on the Certification List

• All Certifications in the ECACE system must be completed regardless of 
whether the school certifies a student as eligible or ineligible 
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ECACE Certification List: View Screen
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• To complete certification records for applicants on your school list, 
navigate to the Certification List: View screen by clicking on 
Certification tab

• Click on an individual student’s name from the list the Certification Data 
window will open with the data fields

• You may also use the Filter function to search for certain records



ECACE Certification Process
• On the Certification Data Screen, the college must indicate if the student is 

eligible by selecting Yes or No in the first field

• Once the data has been entered for an individual student, clicking on the Save 
and Submit button completes the process for that student and the applicant 
status information will update on the Student List: Eligibility View screen
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ECACE Certification Process
• If the student is eligible, select “Yes”

• When the certification process first opened, the Grade Level and 
Anticipated Graduation Date were required fields if “Yes” was selected

• However, ISAC is making an adjustment to make those optional fields for 
the remainder of this process
• This is intended to help make the certification process easier to 

complete so that we can move to awarding more quickly
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ECACE Certification Process
• If the student is not eligible and 

“No” is selected, the school must 
provide an Ineligible Reason 
from the drop-down list that best 
fits the situation
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ECACE Certification Process

• All Certifications available in the ECACE system must be completed 
regardless of whether the school certifies a student as eligible or ineligible

• The only way an applicant will receive notification of their eligibility status 
from ISAC is if the certification record is submitted.

• Currently, all timely renewal applicants with the lowest SAIs are appearing on 
schools’ certification lists
• Application review efforts have been focused on this pool of applicants for the 

first round of awarding that will be done once these have been certified by 
schools

• As remaining applications are reviewed, they will be added to Certification lists 
and students will be notified, however, due to limited funding, many will not be 
eligible for an award

• Additional records will appear on the Certification Lists as remaining applications 
are reviewed and considered complete and students will be notified



ECACE Certification Process
• In some cases, a student will appear on the Certification List for two schools

o This happens when a student selected a different school for each term on their application, or 
the student may have left one term blank

• Schools are expected to certify the student for the term(s) that the student selected 
your school, and schools will only be able to request payment for the term(s) for which 
you have certified to eligibility

• Schools will be able to see the school code on the Student Detail: Eligibility screen of 
the other school the student selected, and can check the list of participating schools to 
determine who it is
o isac.org/students/during-college/documents/2425ECACESchools.pdf

• Students will be in line to be awarded if at least one school certifies them as eligible
o If neither school certifies the student, the student will not be considered in the first round of 

awarding

• To prevent any potential issues, we ask that schools complete all certifications as best 
you can with the information you have available so that no one who is potentially 
eligible is left uncertified
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ECACE Student Detail: Eligibility screen
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• The Student Detail: Eligibility 
screen allows schools to view an 
individual student’s application and 
eligibility information. 

• This screen is accessed by clicking 
on the magnifying glass icon that is 
on the same line as the student’s 
name on the Student List Eligibility: 
View screen.

• Schools will be able to see the school code(s) the 
student may have selected for another term, if there 
is more than one school selection. 



2024-25 ECACE

What’s Next?  Student Award Announcements

• Once the Certification process is completed by schools for the 
timely renewal applicants, ISAC will begin the award determination 
process

• The first round of awarding will prioritize those who are timely 
renewals with the lowest SAIs

• Once awarded, a scholarship award amount and date will display on 
the Student List Eligibility: View screen.

• The maximum $7,500 amount a student may receive may be 
divided among all terms in the award year, if applicable.
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2024-25 ISAC Program Appropriations
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• Monetary Award Program (MAP) – $711,566,200
• Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois – $10,750,000
• Minority Teachers of Illinois (MTI) Scholarship – $8,000,000
• Community Behavioral Health Care Professional Loan Repayment – $7,500,000 
• IVG and ING Grant reimbursement – $6,000,000
• Social Work Scholarship/Repayment programs (combined appropriation) – $6,000,000
• Human Services Professional Loan Repayment – $5,250,000
• ECACE Scholarship – $5,000,000 (new state funding)
• Nursing Education Scholarships (NES) – $4,000,000
• Illinois Graduate and Retain Our Workforce (iGROW) Tech Scholarship – $2,000,000 

Dependents of Police, Fire or Correctional Officers – $1,300,000
• Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Transition Scholarship – $1,100,000
• Illinois Teachers Loan Repayment – $975,000
• Nurse Educator Loan Repayment – $500,000
• Grant Program for Exonerees – $150,000
• Veterans' Home Medical Providers' Loan Repayment – $26,400
• AIM HIGH Grant – $50,000,000*

* AIM HIGH Program funds are disbursed in lump sums by ISAC to public universities



ISAC Gift Assistance Programs

• Monetary Award Program (MAP)
o Eligibility is based on financial need

o Covers tuition and mandatory fees at MAP-approved institutions

o 2024-25 maximum annual award is $8,400

• AIM HIGH Grant
o Awarded to students at the 12 Illinois public universities. 

o Eligibility is based on financial need and other requirements established 
by each university. 

o Provides renewal grant assistance toward a full-time undergraduate 
student’s cost of attendance at the university
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ISAC Gift Assistance Programs

• Grant Programs for Dependents of Police, Fire, and 
Correctional Officers
o For spouse and children of Illinois Police, Fire or Correctional Officers 

killed in the line of duty

o Provides assistance for tuition and mandatory fees

o October 1 application deadline for full-year consideration

• Displaced Energy Worker Dependent Transition Scholarship
o Intended for children of energy workers who lost employment due to 

reduced operations or closure of a fossil fuel power plant or coal mine

o Pays tuition and fee costs at public universities or community colleges for 
a period equal to one calendar year, including a summer term, for 
undergraduate or graduate study

o October 1 application deadline for full-year consideration
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ISAC Teacher Programs
• Minority Teachers of Illinois Scholarship Program

o Encourages academically talented minority students and/or qualified 
bilingual minority students to pursue careers as teachers at non-profit 
Illinois preschool, elementary and secondary schools

o Maximum award amount is up to $7,500 per year
o Can be used for tuition, fees, room and board or commuter charges

• Golden Apple Scholars of Illinois Scholarship Program
o Encourages academically talented Illinois students, especially minority 

students, to pursue teaching careers, at high-need, hard-to-staff schools
o Scholars qualify for up to $2,500 or $5,000, depending on the year in the 

program

• Special Education Teacher Tuition Waiver Program
o Purpose is to encourage current teachers and academically talented 

students to pursue careers in the area of Special Education
o Exempts recipients from the payment of tuition and mandatory fees for up 

to four calendar years at any of the public universities in Illinois
o ISAC awards 250 waivers annually
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ISAC's Military Programs

• Illinois National Guard (ING) Grant
o Eligible applicants are exempt from paying eligible tuition and certain fees
o Benefits are available at all Illinois 4-year public universities and public 

community colleges
o May be used at the undergraduate and graduate levels

• Illinois Veteran Grant (IVG) 
o Eligible applicants are exempt from paying tuition and mandatory fees
o Benefits are available at all Illinois 4-year public universities and public 

community colleges
o May be used at the undergraduate and graduate levels



Federal Financial Aid Programs
• U.S. Department of Education (ED), Title IV Federal Student Aid* (FSA)

oPell Grant
▪ 2024-25 maximum award amount is $7,395
▪ Available to children of certain deceased military servicemembers or public 

safety officers

oSupplemental Education Opportunity Grant (SEOG)
oTeacher Education Assistance for College and Higher Education (TEACH) 

Grant 
oWilliam D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program
oWork Study

• U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA)
o Chapter 30 – Montgomery GI Bill-Active Duty
o Chapter 31 -- Veteran Readiness and Employment (VR&E) 
o Chapter 32 – Veterans’ Education Assistance Program (VEAP)
o Chapter 33 -- Post-9/11 GI Bill
o Chapter 35 -- Dependents Educational Assistance
o Chapter 1606 -- Montgomery GI Bill - Selected Reserve
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Other State Resources

ISAC Student Portal
o studentportal.isac.org
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https://studentportal.isac.org/web/guest/student


Other State Resources

Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act
o www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA

o https://dceo.illinois.gov/workforcedevelopment.html
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http://www.illinoisworknet.com/WIOA
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Other State Resources
Illinois Department of Employment Security (IDES)

o ides.illinois.gov/
o www.illinoisworknet.com/
o www.illinoisworknet.com/Training/Pages/TrainingGuide.aspx
o https://portal.il.cis360.org/
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ISAC’s Student Engagement & 
Support Services
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For inquiries from students, parents, and the 
general public

Phone: 800-899-ISAC (4722)
Fax: 847-831-8549

E-mail: isac.studentservices@illinois.gov
Spanish-speaking counselors are available

8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. CT



ISAC’s Partner Services Department
• Provides training, program information, policy guidance and 

support to schools and other ISAC partners

• Partners with ILASFAA and other professional organizations

• Responds to school inquiries, both colleges and high schools

Phone: 866-247-2172
Fax: 847-831-8549

E-mail: isac.schoolservices@illinois.gov

Partner Services Staff
Stephanie Claudio, Stephanie.Claudio@illinois.gov

Kim Eck, Kimberly.Eck@illinois.gov
Daniela Rios, Daniela.Rios@illinois.gov

Sherry Schonauer, Sherry.Schonauer@illinois.gov
35
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Questions
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Gateways Scholarship Program



Gateways Scholarship Program

▪ Helps pay for…

• Who can apply?



• Illinois Department of Children and Family 
Services (IDCFS) Licensed Program

• Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) 
Funded PFA

Eligibility Requirements



How much will Gateways Scholarship pay?



Application information for the Gateways 
Scholarship Program is on the Gateways to 
Opportunity website (www.ilgateways.com).

• Complete and submit the application.

• Refer to the application checklist for additional 
documentation to submit.

Application Process

http://www.ilgateways.com/


Gateways Scholarship recipients must make a 
commitment to work in the field of early care and 
education.

• 6 months per coursework contract
• 1 year for completing a degree, certificate, or 

endorsement

Work Commitment



Gateways Scholarship Program FAQs 

AND

Gateways Scholarship Work 
Commitment FAQs



Participating Institutions



Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) - signed each new 
contract period.

Partnership with Institutions



Marketing Materials

Gateways to Opportunity Brochure



Website: 
www.ilgateways.com

Email:
scholarship@ilgateways.com

http://www.ilgateways.com/
mailto:scholarship@ilgateways.com






GOALS

City agencies collaborated to launch the Chicago Early Learning Workforce Scholarship (CELWS) initiative in 2018. 

 CELWS aims to support Chicagoans and the current Chicago Early Learning workforce as they pursue coursework to earn a 

credential, degree, endorsement, or licensure to work with young children (birth through Pre-k) and families in Chicago Early 

Learning programs.

 The scholarship serves an important role in Chicago’s efforts to expand access to early learning across the city and build a 

more robust workforce that can help Chicago expand high quality early learning programs. 

 CELWS provides recipients with meaningful career pathways through partnerships with Institutions of Higher Education, which 

also offer students personalized supports as they navigate their desired course of study.

http://www.ccc.edu/colleges/truman


HOW DOES CELWS WORK?

 How to Apply: Mid-January to February, applications can be 
completed on the Chicago Early Learning website. Once 
complete, the applicant will receive follow-up from Screening 
team (INCCRRA).

 Amount: The scholarship will serve as a “last dollar” 
scholarship, meaning it will cover everything that students’ 
federal grants and other scholarships do not cover.

 Tuition & eligible fees at 100%

 Books up to $250/course

 3-year work commitment: Chicago Early Learning Workforce 
Scholarship recipients must commit to work in a Chicago 
Early Learning (CEL) Program (Community-based 
organization or CPS birth through Pre-K program) for a 
minimum of three years after completion of their degree or 
approved academic program.



WHY CELWS?



FOR CHICAGO’S ECE FIELD

Are you a 
resident of 
Chicago?

If not, do you 
work in a Chicago 

Early program?



FOR THE WHOLE ECE FIELD

Early Learning profession: Prenatal to Pre-K

Teachers

(in-classroom)
Home Visitors

Family Support 
Roles

Administrators



SETTINGS

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) programs Community Early Learning programs Home visiting programs

Age Group: 3 and 4

Many CPS elementary schools offer early 

learning programs as a part of their 

services.

Age Group: Birth to 4

Neighborhood locations provide early 

childhood education and infant 

and toddler care. Hours vary by 

site.

Age Group: Prenatal/Birth to 3

Certified coaches provide early care and 

consulting in the family's home.



COLLEGE/ UNIVERSITY PARTNERS 

Associate 

Degrees

Basic & 

Advanced 

Certificates

Endorsement

s

Coursework
➢ GC leveling 

up

➢ 4-yr Transfer

Child 

Development

Human Dev. & 

Family Studies

Social Work

Bachelor’s 

Degrees 
(w/ or w/out 

Licensure)

Coursewor

k
➢ GC leveling 

up

Early Childhood 

Education

Applied 

Education Studies

Infant/Toddler 

Studies

Bachelor’s 

Degrees 
(w/ or w/out 

Licensure)

Early Childhood 

Education

Alternative 

Licensure 

Program 

(Post-Bach)



57

Convenient Locations
With locations across the city there is a wide range of 
class times: Morning, Evening, Weekend, Zoom.

Arturo Velasquez Institute
2800 South Western Avenue

Dawson Technical Institute
3901 South State Street

West Side Learning Center
4624 West Madison Street

South Chicago Learning Center
3055 East 92 Street 

COLLEGES SATELLITES

CITY COLLEGE OF CHICAGO

• CHILD DEVELOPMENT: Offered across all campuses, with 
exception of Wright College

• SOCIAL WORK: Kennedy-King College
• HUMAN DEVELOPMENT & FAMILY STUDIES:  Truman 

College
• POST-PEL ENDORSEMENTS: Truman College



SCHOLAR BENEFITS

1: 1 Scholarship Advising

Early Childhood expertise

Navigation of college/university

Liaison to services at college/university

Ensure good academic standing

Holistic approach

Comprehensive Fiscal 

Supports

AA/AAS→BA Transfer Scholarships

Alternative Licensure → ESL/Bilingual 

Endorsement Scholarships

Content exam fee coverage

Transcript fee coverage upon 

graduation/completion

Community-building:  Access 

to other Scholars

Onboarding

IHE orientations

CELWS Connects sessions

Networking events

Career/job fairs



FAQS

 Q: When do I apply for a Chicago Early Learning Workforce Scholarship?

 A:  Applications open in mid-January every year

 Q: How long may I participate in the Chicago Early Learning Workforce Scholarship program?

 A: CELWS will support awardees through Academic program/Degree attainment, contingent on funding, as long 

as students meet following requirements:

 Maintain Good Standing and Continued Enrollment at your selected college/university

 Earn a GPA of 2.0 or higher

 Commit to work in a birth through Pre-K Chicago Early Learning Program (community-based organization or Chicago 

Public School) for three years after completion of the academic program or degree

 Q: How many credits can I be registered for?

 A: Maximum of 15 semester hours or 23 quarter hours per term



NEXT STEPS
CELWS APPLICATION OPENING



LET’S REVIEW

Are you a resident of 
Chicago?

If not, do you work in a 
Chicago Early program?

Can you begin classes 
during 2025-26 
Academic year?

Can you complete 3-
year service 

commitment in a CEL 
program upon 

graduation/completion?

Are you interested in 
one of the 

degree/academic 
pathways CELWS 

supports?

Complete CELWS 
application- OPENS 

JANUARY 2025







NEXT STEPS

• Gateways Registry ID- If you do not have one, you should apply for one at 
https://registry.ilgateways.com

What will I need for the CELWS application?

• Program/Degree seeking?

• Type/concentration of degree?

What questions can I expect on CELWS application?

• A copy of your Professional Development Record (PDR) if available

• Official transcripts once you are verified and matched with a college/university

What will I need once application is verified?

https://registry.ilgateways.com/component/wsuser/login


Q&A



scholarships@chilearn.org

THANK YOU!

Sandy De León, Executive Director

Guadalupe Valdivia, Director

mailto:scholarships@chilearn.org


QUESTIONS/COMMENTS

Thank you for attending today!
67
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